Beckett snubs means testing agenda for council housing
	Housing Minister, Margaret Beckett, yesterday made it clear she wasn't going to be bounced into means testing or imposing time limits or other conditions on council housing. 

This morning MPs are expected to queue up in an adjournment debate at Westminster on housing to demand a massive programme of investment in first class council housing and oppose calls for means testing. 

Speaking at a Smith Institute seminar yesterday teatime the Minister made it clear that any policy changes would have to be evidence based. Her comments were widely seen as hostile to calls from the Chartered Institute of Housing and others which have outraged council tenants. Defend Council Housing believes there is a deliberate agenda to stigmatise council housing as housing of last resort to justify pushing more people into the private market. 

In an upbeat speech she clearly suggested she understood that council housing had a wider role "not just as a safety net for those in crisis". 

Camden tenant and Defend Council Housing chair, Alan Walter, asked the assembled audience of the great and the good of the housing world "What is wrong with a first class public housing sector? You admit that the current business model is broken - what you really mean, but find it hard to admit, is that reliance on the private market and disinvestment and privatisation of council housing has led to a massive failure of housing policy." 

Austin Mitchell MP, chair of the House of Commons Council Housing group, will argue in today’s debate "We're faced with a massive shortage of public housing that provides the security and low rents that people desperately need. Instead of shifting round who is entitled to council housing we need government to urgently build more!" 

Trade union leaders have also come out in support of investment in council housing and against the neo-liberal agenda promoting means testing. 

Derek Simpson, Unite joint general secretary, said "We need a massive council house building programme to boost the economy and provide homes for hard working families... and plans for means testing of tenants abandoned." 

Billy Hayes, general secretary of the Communications workers union (CWU) said "The collapse of the housing market demonstrates the need for public investment to secure affordable housing for all. The government must fund a new programme of council house building." 

Wilf Flyn from the building workers union (UCATT) said his union is arguing “Finance should be available for Local Authorities to provide much needed Council Housing without the need to ALMO or Stock Transfer.” 

Note for editors: 

Defend Council Housing is holding a national conference on Tuesday 25 November at University of London Union, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HY. Tenants will be joined by union leaders Jack Dromey (Unite-T&G), Heather Wakefield (UNISON) and Wilf Flynn (UCATT), MPs Clive Betts, Frank Dobson, Paul Holmes, Michael Meacher and Austin Mitchell as well as housing professionals and policy experts including Steve Hilditch, Steve Partridge and Prof. Peter Ambrose. 
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