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	Press Statement for immediate release (13 Dec 2010 14:03)


	Housing Emergency Cardboard City comes to Downing Street 



	

	When: 12.30pm Wednesday 15th December
Where: Downing St, Whitehall - PHOTO OPPORTUNITY
Housing Emergency, a new coalition opposing attacks on tenancies, rents and benefits, will create a cardboard city to send a strong message to the Con-Dem government that their planned cuts to housing will increase homelessness, insecurity and poverty and will be resisted. 

The recent announcement that the benefit cap for existing claimants of local housing allowance will be delayed does not reassure us. The cuts planned for April will reduce the level of Local Housing Allowance to the lowest 30% of local rents (from 50%) and introduce the caps for new tenants. 

Eileen Short (Defend Council Housing) says “Attacking secure tenancies, low rents and housing benefit will lead to arrears, evictions, fear and homelessness. It will not bring down rents or build one new council home. The Government has no mandate for this and tenants will not tolerate it.” 
The Government's own Social Security Advisory Committee (see note (3) below) have condemned Ministers' attacks on benefit claimants. Ministers have repeatedly stigmatised those on housing benefit as living in homes working people "couldn't even dream of" to try and justify these draconian reforms - although many claimants are in work. However in April 2010 Cameron said that he would “support” and “protect” social housing and “respect social tenants' rights.”[i] This protest is called to hold the government to its election promise and to give David Cameron a look into the future of increased homelessness after his housing benefit cuts. Protestors will bring cardboard boxes to make new homes outside Downing Street.
Housing Emergency is pushing the coalition government to rethink its policies; planned cuts to housing benefit, and the replacement of secure tenancies with time-limited agreements at up to 80% of market rents, are an ill-conceived budget solution, they threaten tenants and will be a disaster for communities nationally. The main issue is the shortage of secure council and other homes for rent, and high rents, which show no sign of lowering despite the coalition governments reasoning that landlords will lower their rents in line with the housing benefit cuts. 
“Tenants have fought for our rights over generations - as an alternative to the slum landlords of the past. We are not going back to those days, and nor are our children and the next generation,” said Hilary Wears, National Tenants Council 
Housing Emergency is acting now so that the cuts planned for April do not threaten communities and the lives of future generations in the UK. 

Notes for Editors: 1) Housing Emergency demands:
-Cap rents not housing benefit
-Hands off our security, no means tests
-No evictions due to cuts in housing benefit
-Oppose 80% market rents
-Build new and improved council housing 

2) Housing Emergency is made up of the House of Commons Council Housing Group; Defend Council Housing; Unite, GMB, Public and Commercial Services trade unions; Barking & Dagenham Council; Islington Council; Leeds Tenants Federation; Tower Hamlets Tenants Federation; London Coalition Against Poverty; Right to Work Campaign; Labour Representation Committee; Disabled People Against Cuts, Housing Justice 

3) Read the Social Security Advisory Committee Report here http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/other/9780108509551/9780108509551.pdf 

4) A letter in the Guardian last week launched Housing Emergency's campaign. Read it here - http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/dec/03/building-opposition-to-housing-cuts It was signed by:
Austin Mitchell MP Chair, Council Housing Group of MPs
Eileen Short, Chair, Defend Council Housing
Dot Gibson, General secretary, National Pensioners Alliance
Ken Livingstone, Former mayor of London
Gail Cartmail, Assistant general secretary, Unite the Union
Paul Kenny, General secretary, GMB trade union
Alan Ritchie, General Secretary UCATT trade union
Gavin Hayes, General secretary, Compass
Councillor Catherine West, Leader, Islington Council
Councillor Phil Waker, Barking & Dagenham Council lead member for Housing
Councillor Mike Roberts, Rushmoor council
Councillor Richard Edwards, Norfolk County Council
Linda McNeil, Chair, Leeds Tenants Federation
Phil Sedler, Chair, Tower Hamlets Tenants Federation
Bobby Noyes, President, Southampton & South West Hampshire Trades Union Council
Jon Woods, Branch chair, Portsmouth city Unison
Peter Firmin and Andrew Fisher, Joint secretaries, Labour Representation Committee
Paul Brandon, Chair, Right to Work Campaign
Linda Burnip, Disabled People Against Cuts
Richard Downes, Brent Campaign for Housing Independence, Equality and Freedom
David Hide
Carol Hayton
Sarah Evans, PPC, NW Hampshire
Lee Skevington, PPC, Yeovil
Glyn Tudor
Peter Millward, President, Andover Trades Union Council
Charles Pottins, Brent Trades Union Council
Matt Wells, PCS 

5) Housing Emergency has a Facebook page about the December 15th protest, with general information: http://www.facebook.com/pages/National-Day-of-Protest-Against-Welfare-Housing-Benefit-Cuts/106945382710717#!/event.php?eid=181074851903167 

6) See http://www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk/dch/ for more information 

[i] Inside Housing, 30 April 2010 http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/cameron-social-tenants-have-nothing-to-fear/6509618.article 

To stop getting DCH press releases reply with UNSUBSCRIBE in subject. 
For background information on the demand for the 'Fourth Option' for council housing and who supports the campaign see www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 
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