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	Press Statement for immediate release (03 Dec 2010 14:19)


	Housing Emergency: Opposition Grows 



	

	Opposition is growing to Government attacks on Housing Benefit, secure tenancies and low rents. Austin Mitchell MP, Ken Livingstone, union leaders and councillors join tenants and campaigners today to condemn proposals which will 'create more evictions, homelessness and fear but will not curb high rents.' A letter in the Guardian today urges others to join the campaign and sets out a plan of action calling on Council and other landlords to reject evictions and attacks on tenancy rights. 

A public protest on 15th December 12.30 opposite Downing Street will bring together council and private tenants, Disabled and anti-poverty campaigners and others as Housing Emergency. This is a wider co-ordinating group initiated by Defend Council Housing and the House of Commons Council Housing Group of MPs.
Eileen Short, Chair of Defend Council Housing and a tenant in Tower Hamlets, says:
'These proposals would destroy homes and communities and rip up our hard won rights. Tenants will not tolerate this. We call on Councils to join us in demanding Government instead start building and improving the council housing we need.' 

Contact DCH for more details of the Housing Emergency protest and Action Plan.

To stop getting DCH press releases reply with UNSUBSCRIBE in subject. 
For background information on the demand for the 'Fourth Option' for council housing and who supports the campaign see www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 
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