21 November 2005
Press Statement: DCH challenges David Orr and National Housing Federation to debate
 
David Orr, chief executive of the National Housing Federation, the trade organisation that represents the government’s favoured sector of so-called Registered Social Landlords, today accused Defend Council Housing and George Galloway MP of “cheating tenants out of better homes”.  
 
The NHF press statement repeats the generalised accusations against anti privatisation campaigners but fails to specify exactly what in our campaign material is factually incorrect.
 
Alan Walter, chair of Defend Council Housing said in response to the NHF statement:
 
“David Orr should be ashamed of the way that his member organisations are trying to bully and blackmail tenants, ripping down posters on estates putting the other side of the argument, trying to stop tenants using community halls for meetings, conspiring with the council to call ballots early – anything to try and get the right result. 
 
At the recent public meeting I spoke at on the Lansbury Estate in Tower Hamlets the RSL had printed glossy placards for their supporters to try and disrupt the meeting. This is a David and Goliath battle with councils and RSLs spending millions to try and privatise our homes. Everything is stacked against tenants and they call it ‘choice’! 
 
If David Orr has the confidence to come to Tower Hamlets to debate the issues we’d be happy to split the cost of organising a public meeting with him.”
 
Registered Social Landlords (Housing Associations and purpose built housing companies) are spending literally millions of pounds trying to get council tenants to accept privatisation in return for new kitchens and bathrooms. Council tenants of course want improvements but we are not prepared to trade our lower rents, security of tenure and a greater degree of accountability. We want both!
 
The campaign in Tower Hamlets, cited by the NHF, is getting increasingly dirty. Neither the RSLs or Tower Hamlets Council will hold any public debates so that tenants can hear both sides of the argument. They rely on unlimited amounts of money that they spend on glossy pamphlets, DVDs, trips away and show flats to try and bully and blackmail tenants. 
 
The tenant led Tower Hamlets Campaign Against Stock Transfer (THATCH) has organised dozens of meetings on estates – most attended by more than 100 people. At two recent meetings members of the shadow board of directors were organised to try and disrupt these meetings (Sanctuary Housing on the Ocean Estate and HARCA on the Lansbury Estate). 
 
Many of these private companies are part of multi million pound regional or national group structures and are hungry for major expansion. Three of the other RSLs active in Tower Hamlets have been set up by ex council Directors of Housing who stand to personally gain from big pay rises. These companies are likely to fall prey to the bigger players in takeovers and mergers that are dominating the sector. 
 
Tower Hamlets estates offer these companies the opportunity to asset strip public land to build private homes for sale.
 
Background information is available on the DCH Website. Copies of recent Tower Hamlets and national DCH campaign material can be viewed are also available. 
 
