15 May 2007

Defend Council Housing: Press Statement for Immediate Release
“Improve existing and build new council homes”
[image: image1.jpg]


Attached new campaign bulletin from Defend Council Housing. This morning (May 15) Housing Minister, Yvette Cooper is giving a Fabians lecture and will continue Gordon Brown’s new theme that housing now has to be top of the government’s agenda – including a new promise to build new council homes.
As the bulletin concludes “Now is the time to turn sound bites into a real commitment to council housing. Tenants, trade unions, councillors and MPs need to step up the pressure to win the ‘Fourth Option’ so council housing has a secure future. United we are a force to be reckoned with, a force that can win.”
Less has been said about the government keeping its 2005 Manifesto Commitment "By 2010 we will ensure that all social tenants benefit from a decent, warm home with modern facilities" – a question that will be put to all candidates in the Labour leadership and deputy leadership election. Labour’s conference has voted three years running to support the demand for the ‘Fourth Option’ of direct investment in council housing and it is expected to be a major issue at the conference this September.
Clearly it makes no sense – nor would it be politically acceptable - to build new council homes whilst leaving existing ones in need of improvements. And, as Austin Mitchell MP points out, “Governments that break promises don’t get re-elected. By completing improvements to all existing council homes and starting a new council house building programme, politicians can feel proud to deliver, government will achieve targets on housing but also raising standards on health and education and council tenants will be proud once again of their homes and communities.”
Further information www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk
 
