10 November 2005
Tenants hungry for debate on housing ‘stock options’. Why won’t councils and predatory new landlords organise them? This isn’t democracy – it’s bullying and blackmail.
 
-----Original Message-----
From: TowerHamlets AgainstTransfer [mailto:towerhamletsagainsttransfer@hotmail.com] 
Sent: 11 November 2005 02:06
Subject: 400 tenants - but who wants transfer?
 
At two meetings last night (Thursday) 400 tenants in Tower Hamlets heard a genuine debate on stock transfer, with an overwhelming mood against.
 
Local MP George Galloway debated with Cllr David Edgar, lead councillor for Housing in Tower Hamlets on the Ocean Estate in Stepney E1. 300 people young and old, black and white, heard about Sanctuary's proposal to reduce the amount of rented housing, increase the number of one-bed flats and demolish homes, community and youth centres to build 700+ luxury flats for sale.
 
Tenants and youth leaders condemned the transfer plan. The only real question from the floor was how to win alternative direct funding for the estate. Ocean tenants look likely to repeat their proud anti-privatisation history by kicking out Sanctuary.
 
On the Cranbrook estate in Bethnal Green E2 around 100 people crammed the community centre to hear Galloway and Edgar debate a proposed transfer to Swan housing association.  When Galloway asked 'who is in favour of this?' no voices were raised.  Tenants are now discussing ways to pull the estate out of the transfer process.
 
These are the latest of around 40 meetings organised by tenants in Tower Hamlets this year, most of 100 people or more.  Not one public meeting or debate has been organised by Tower Hamlets council or the RSLs.  They use our rent money to pump out glossy propaganda, DVDs and fridge magnets, and pay doorstep hard-sell teams.  But they put not one penny into promoting a fair and balanced debate or ensuring tenants hear both sides.  RSLs have tried - and failed- to disrupt tenants meetings twice in the last two weeks.
 
Tower Hamlets Against Transfer campaigner Phil Sedler says 'They are afraid of a fair and honest debate.  Cllr Edgar only ever debates housing policy on estates if we organise it with our own labour and pennies, while they use and abuse council funds.  The Council withholds repairs and housing funds, runs down estates, and hopes tenants will succumb to the bullying and blackmail.  But  the word is spreading that 'Housing choice' is a con trick.'
 
ends
 
For more information call Lene on 078816 81024
 
Tower Hamlets Against Transfer of Counci lHousing (THATCH) is the local Defend Council Housing campaign group.
  
Recent meetings include:
10 November 300 on Ocean estate E1 debate between Galloway and Edgar
10 November 100 on Cranbrook estate E2 debate between Galloway and Edgar 
8 November 120 on Lansbury estate E14 - THATCH public meeting speaker DCH, Law Centre 
26 October 120 on Ocean estate  - THATCH public meeting speaker George Galloway 
16 August 100 on Chicksand E1 - Debate DCH and Edgar
8 August 100 Bow E3 - Parkside tenants protest
27 June 200 Bow E3 - THATCH public meeting with George Galloway, DCH
 
 
