Press Statement for Immediate Release (8.30am July 11)
Defend Council Housing national conference 10.30 – 4.30 Thursday July 12, TUC, Congress House, Gt Russell St, London WC1B 3LS
Council tenants, trade union leaders, councillors and MPs will address Gordon Brown’s proposed Green Paper on Housing at the Defend Council Housing national conference in central London tomorrow (Thursday). We will discuss how to win the ‘Fourth Option’ of direct investment in council housing to improve existing and build a new generation of first class council housing.
Gordon Brown seems to want to hang on to his dogmatic insistence on public private partnerships. This hasn’t worked in the past and won’t provide the decent, affordable, secure and accountable housing we need today. We are not prepared to allow valuable public land to be gifted or sold on the cheap to private partnerships when it would be cheaper and quicker for government to enable local authorities themselves to build, manage and maintain council homes which is what people want.s
Alan Walter, Defend Council Housing chair said today:
“Tenants, trade unionists, councillors and MPs are determined to win the ‘Fourth Option’ of direct investment in council housing. It’s the only way to give people decent homes and tackle the housing crisis – the private sector has never delivered decent, affordable, secure and accountable housing that people need.
“Tenants have voted NO to the government’s privatisation options in ballots across the UK. We’ve built an unprecedented alliance and are optimistic that having put council housing at the top of the political agenda and got the Prime Ministers’ attention that we will get the three changes we are demanding. Government has to enable all local authorities to improve their homes and estates; start a new council house building programme and ensure that local authorities can maintain council housing as first class housing in years to come.” 
“We need a definite timescale for these reforms and an immediate moratorium on bullying council tenants into privatisation until the new options are produced to give tenants real choice.”
“We are pleased that the new Prime Minister has chosen to address housing as his first major priority but having campaigned for ten years to stop privatisation and win direct investment we are not now prepared to accept ‘warm words’ or be sold a pup.”
Speakers at the DCH conference (in alphabetical order) include: Professor Peter Ambrose, Brighton University Weyman Bennett, joint secretary, Unite Against Fascism Gail Cartmail, assistant general secretary Amicus Lesley Carty, Camden DCH Frank Dobson MP Jack Dromey, deputy general secretary T&G John Grayson, researcher and social historian, Sheffield Hallam University Michael Hall, chair Leeds Tenants Federation Paul Holmes MP Jenni Marrow, secretary, Scottish Tenants Organisation Cllr. Abjol Miah, Tower Hamlets Council Austin Mitchell MP Paul O’Brien, chief executive, Association for Public Service Excellence Francis O’Grady, deputy general secretary TUC Milan Radulovic, chair Association of Retained Council Housing Lyn Ralph, chair Doncaster Tenants Federation Eileen Short, Tower Hamlets Against Transfer Mike Tansey, Sunderland (ex councillor) Heather Wakefield, national secretary UNISON Alan Walter, chair Defend Council Housing Dexter Whitfield, European Services Strategy Unit Cllr. Margaret Wilkinson, executive member for Housing, Vale of Glamorgan Council

 
Background information:
DCH pamphlet ‘Dear Gordon – invest in decent, affordable, secure and accountable council housing’ 
Latest DCH Briefing  
Composite 10 passed at Labour Party conference 2006
Early Day Motion 136 Funding Decent Council Housing 

 
Further information at www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk
