Press Statement from Defend Council Housing: Sheltered Homes threatened by privatisation, 7 October 2006
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BBC London News today (Saturday Oct 7) covered the story of London & Quadrant, one of the biggest Registered Social Landlords, proposing to close Sheltered Housing in Bexley which was sold to them in a ‘stock transfer of council homes in 1998.
“London and Quadrant Housing Association (L&Q) has announced plans to close six of the 16 sheltered housing schemes it owns in Bexley.”  http://www.newsshopper.co.uk/display.var.927583.0.0.php
Don Wood, London & Quadrant chief executive, received a 15.48% increase and now earns £179,000 per annum. He comes 4th in the league table of RSL chief executive pay (Money box bonuses, Inside Housing 15 September 2006). “London & Quadrant Housing Group is to enter the top five largest housing associations in England after it revealed plans to merge with Threshold Housing” (High five for L&Q after Threshold deal, Inside Housing 30 June 2006).
A Bexley Councillor was quoted saying the council wants to look at whether it can prevent the new private landlord from closing the homes. Having sold this key public asset they are now likely to find the council no longer has any control over the new landlord and the service they provide.
Alan Walter, chair of Defend Council Housing said today:
“This is just another example of why we should fight to keep council housing under democratic control and not allow local authorities to sell off our homes. Ministers need to drop the dogma, act on the wishes of their own party conference and agree the ‘Fourth Option’ for council housing to allow tenants to keep their local authority landlord and the council to carry out improvements to our homes and estates.”
Background Notes
See www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk for background information including Composite 10 passed 2:1 at the recent Labour Party conference.
55 local authorities in England, Scotland and Wales are planning to ballot their tenants on similar stock transfer proposals. See table below for breakdown of the current ownership of council housing.
                                       England   Scotland      Wales      Total
Retention                             100           19                 4         123
Pushing transfer                     37            4                  6         47
Set up ALMOs                        54           0                  0         54
Pushing ALMOs                     8              0                  0           8
(mostly set up by now)
Mixed / demolition etc            0              4                  0           4
Voted NO / Yet to decide       7               0                 12        19

TOTAL                                    206         27               22         255
