Press Statement Issued 5 July 2007

DCH welcomes news of Housing Green Paper

Defend Council Housing welcomes the news that Gordon Brown’s new government plans to issue a Housing consultation Green Paper next week. We believe an announcement has been pencilled in for Thursday July 12 – co-incidentally the day tenants, trade unionists, councillors and MPs will be taking part in the DCH National Conference at the TUC in Central London.
The Green Paper will be a serious test of whether the new government wants to turn recent sound bites supporting a new policy of investment in council housing into serious proposals and will be watched closely by the strong alliance of tenants, trade unions, councillors and MPs across all parties who are demanding the ‘Fourth Option’ of direct investment in council housing. 
Alan Walter, Defend Council Housing chair, speaking at the DCH fringe meeting at the LGA conference in Birmingham yesterday (Wednesday) said:
“We are proud that our broad alliance of tenants, trade unionists, councillors and MPs has managed to push council housing up the political agenda. But after ten years of campaigning – including tenants around the country resisting unprecedented bullying and blackmail to accept the privatisation of our estates – we are determined to ensure that we secure a settlement for council housing that achieves three clear objectives. 
“Government must enable all local authorities to carry out direct improvements to all their homes and estates; to start a new council house building programme and introduce changes to the housing finance regime to ensure that authorities can maintain their homes as first class council housing in years to come. 
“And whilst we recognise the new Prime Minister will need some time to get his feet under the desk he’s no novice. We’re talking about giving him days and weeks – not months and years. Nearly 3 million existing council tenants and all those in housing need have waited long enough for government to drop its privatisation dogma and invest in council housing!”
At the same DCH meeting Frank Dobson MP went on to support the call for councils in the process of ‘consulting’ tenants on housing stock options (in practice bullying them into accepting one of the government’s three privatisation options for extra investment) to now be told to put these ‘consultations’ on hold and argued it is not acceptable to tell tenants that only three options exist and government policy is set in stone when it is clearly about to change.
 “Gordon Brown’s leadership acceptance speech in Manchester gives new hope for council housing… there are far too many families with nowhere decent to live. Some have not home at all. Some are grossly overcrowded. Some are living in sub-standard properties. Yet councils have been prevented from building new houses and flats and denied and denied the money to bring existing ones up to a decent standard…”
“It is imperative that there now be a moratorium on any further transfers or ALMOs until the government announces their new policy”.
Nearly 3 million council tenants and 1.6 million households on council housing waiting lists have been encouraged by leading members of Brown’s government (including all six Deputy Leadership candidates) announcing that they support the ‘Fourth Option’ of direct investment in council housing. It’s also positive that the Prime Minister took up the suggestion made by MPs Nick Brown and Austin Mitchell at the DCH fringe meeting at GMB conference last month to ask his Housing Minister to attend Cabinet and, we understand, report directly to him.
The ‘Fourth Option’ would directly benefit tenants in some 200 local authorities with council homes and many more who want to build new council housing. It would overcome the impasse on council housing privatisation (avoiding the prospect of Gordon Brown facing defeat at his first party conference as Leader – the last three Labour Party conferences have voted for direct investment in council housing), give tenants real choice, materially improve the lives of many households still living in substandard accommodation and start a new council house building programme to tackle the growing housing crisis that the private sector is clearly incapable of solving.
See model motion INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image001.gif@01C7BEE3.BB5C4AF0" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


  [image: image1.png]


 latest DCH newspaper [image: image2.png]


new posters [image: image3.png]


 DCH July 12 conference flyer [image: image4.png]


 'Fourth Option' 2006 Labour Conference composite motion.
 
