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TUC fringe meetingOfficial Launch at  12.30, 12 September, Belgrave Hotel, Brighton 
Defend Council Housing has produced a new 98 page pamphlet making the case for a change in government policy to fund direct investment to improve existing and build new council homes.
Contributors include MPs Austin Mitchell, Michael Meacher, Jon Cruddas, Gerald Kaufman, Paul Holmes and Lynne Jones alongside Trade Union leaders Dave Prentis, Derek Simpson, Jack Dromey and Mark Serwotka, local councillors and tenants activists from across England, Scotland and Wales.
Ministers will be under pressure at Labour’s annual conference after two consecutive conferences have overwhelmingly passed motions calling for a ‘level playing field’ and the ‘Fourth Option’ for council housing. 
Housing – and council housing in particular – played a big part in the local elections in many areas last May making politicians from all parties wake up. With privatisation ballots taking place across England, Scotland and Wales in the coming months council housing and many areas being refused investment council housing is likely to be a significant issue in the elections next year too.
Ruth Kelly, Minister for the Department for Communities and Local Government, issued a Discussion Paper in June. She has also asked Professor John Hills to conduct a policy review. But the promised stakeholder consultation meetings over the summer have not taken place and the Government Office for East of England (GOEAST) has refused to let tenants reps attend their consultation event stating “we have decided to limit attendance to LA and RSL officers and LA members” (see pamphlet page 35). 
Download “The Case for council housing in 21st Century Britain” and DCH Interim Response to DCLG discussion paper.
Alan Walter, chair of Defend Council Housing, said today:
“A government that constantly tells us it’s listening is refusing to listen. Governments can’t survive like this indefinitely.”
“3 million council tenants across the UK and 1.5 million households on council waiting lists are angry that Ministers are driving privatisation and promoting home ownership at the expense of council housing. 
“We’ve won the argument for the ‘Fourth Option’ almost everywhere except in the Cabinet. The campaign is growing and more tenants are voting NO to privatisation. We’re determined to win.”
www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk
Note to editors
Composite 8 passed ‘almost unanimously’ be Labour Party conference September 2005
DCH has produced 100,000 copies of a new Welsh newspaper sponsored by the Wales TUC, UNISON, T&G and GMB and a Scottish newspaper to support local campaigns against stock transfer. Local material is also being distributed by tenants on estates in authorities due to ballot tenants in the next few weeks.
Speakers at the DCH TUC and Labour Party fringe meetings include: Austin Mitchell MP, Frank Dobson MP, Michael Meacher MP, Jon Cruddas MP, Jack Dromey, T&G Deputy General Secretary, Alan Ritchie, UCATT General Secretary, Heather Wakefield, UNISON National Secretary, Gail Cartmail, Amicus Assistant General Secretary, and Mark Serwotka, PCS General Secretary.
