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	Tenants protest at Prime Minister's threats 



	

	The Prime Minister's threat to limit future secure and assured tenancies are condemned by tenants as 'nasty and unworkable'.
Combined with cuts in housing benefit outlined in the June budget, the Prime Minister's threat to secure tenancies makes a lie of his pre-election promise to respect tenants' rights.
These policies would see tenants evicted, more homelessness and longer waiting lists. An Open Letter of protest at cuts is gaining wide support from tenants and trade unions.
Tenants will be at Party conferences and at Parliament to protest. 

Eileen Short a tenant in Tower Hamlets and Chair of Defend Council Housing says: 'In what kind of Victorian nightmare world, would tenants be forced to move house if you got a job or promotion, or if someone dies? What new 'poor law guardians' would vet our income and family life? This is a nasty and unworkable attack which will not build one new home.
'Existing and past council tenants have paid many times over for our homes. Tenants and those on the waiting list, like millions more in Britain, cannot afford exhorbitant mortgages or private rents. We need a new generation of first class public housing to create homes and jobs.' 

Defend Council Housing will lobby Conservative Party conference 3 October in Birmingham, and parliament 11 October to say: Hands off our homes, our rents and our rights. Build more council homes.
Ken Livingstone, Carole Lucas MP, Simon Hughes MP, Jeremy Corbyn MP, tenants and unions will speak at a DCH meeting 18 October in House of Commons.
ends 

Notes A new DCH briefing includes updates on Council housing finance reforms and housing benefit cuts
Before the election David Cameron said: ‘We support social housing, we will protect it, and we respect social tenants’ rights.’ A Conservative statement said the party had ‘no policy to change the current or future security of tenure of tenants in social housing’. 

David Cameron said in a Times profile: 'don't make me sound like a prat for not knowing how many homes I've got'. 

To stop getting DCH press releases reply with UNSUBSCRIBE in subject. 
For background information on the demand for the 'Fourth Option' for council housing and who supports the campaign see www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 


	


