	



'Fourth Option' - investment to improve existing and build a new generation of first class council housing

Press Statement for immediate release (02 Dec 2008 11:43)

Stop demonising council tenants 

"Council tenants are sick of politicians from all parties queuing up to demonise and stigmatise council housing" said council tenant and chair of Defend Council Housing, Alan Walter, in response to the latest Tory outburst. 

Former Tory Leader, Ian Duncan Smith, earlier today argued that council housing should be seen as part of a "back-to-work process". This comes after the Chartered Institute of Housing last month crudely tried to bounce the new Housing Minister, Margaret Beckett, into agreeing to means test or time limit secure council tenancies. 

Alan Walter went on to say "Problems on council estates tend to be the result of poverty and concentrating people from the most desperate backgrounds and circumstances." 

"The trigger for this worldwide economic crisis was the collapse of the subprime lending market in America. If America had a first class public housing sector there would have been an alternative for all those people forced to borrow beyond their means." 

"There's been a total failure of housing policy based on the private housing market. That's why we've got so many on council waiting lists, so many facing repossessions and negative equity and spending more of their household income desperately trying to hang on. First class council housing makes both economic and social sense." 

"What we need is for government to invest in improving existing council estates and a massive council house building programme that would house the 1.7 million households on council waiting lists - including many who are in work - and so return our estates to the mixed communities they used to be before scarcity distorted allocations policies." 

Note to editors: 

Defend Council Housing held its national conference last week attended by 198 tenants, trade unionists and councillors. Conference papers included Defending principles: first class, secure council housing with low rents and available to all 

It is a myth that council tenants are subsidised. Government siphons out £1.8 billion per year from tenants rents plus it takes 75% of capital receipts from 'right to buy'. See DCH Submission to Review of Council Housing Finance 

DCH is encouraging tenants and councils to formally protest against the government's Draft Subsidy Determination setting allowances for council housing which increases the robbery from tenants rents for 2009/10 by £248 million to £1.83 billion. 



	Further information from DCH chair, Alan Walter 
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For background information on the demand for the 'Fourth Option' for council housing and who supports the campaign see www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 


