May 23 2006

DCH launches Open Letter to Tony Blair 

Open LetterDefend Council Housing yesterday launched an  to Tony Blair at its national conference at the TUC in London attended by tenants, trade unionists [image: image1.jpg]


and councillors from across the UK.
The Open Letter reminds the Prime Minister of the 2005 Labour Manifesto commitment and the almost unanimous vote at Labour Party conference last September supporting the ‘Fourth Option’ for council housing.
Jack Dromey, T&G deputy general secretary, speaking at the DCH conference informed delegates that the Labour Party NEC working group set up to address the terms of the 2005 conference decision was finally going to meet:
“today is very well timed because it happens that we have finally got started tomorrow the debate within the [Labour] party around the future options of the councils, including the ‘Fourth Option’.”
“all of us together – having forced that door open in government – let’s go through that door and win what tenants deserve and that is a genuine choice for the future.”
Michael Meacher MP, a member of the House of Commons Council Housing group supporting the campaign, criticised Ministers for saying:
“You can’t have money for investment in repairs and improvements unless you privatise, go to a housing association or to an ALMO. This is one of the great scandals of our time… The government says they believe in real choice. Why can’t we choose to stay with our local authority and receive the same funding for council housing?”
Alan Walter, DCH chair, summed up where the campaign has got to:
“We’ve build an unprecedented alliance of tenants, trade unions, councillors and MPs. We’ve won the argument almost everywhere except in the Cabinet.”
“The government has come under sustained pressure in the last year, including: evidence from the House of Commons Council Housing group (May 2005); the Audit Commission call for a 'review of housing finance (June 2005); 98 local authorities opting for stock retention (July 2005); the almost unanimous vote at the Labour Party conference (Sept 2005); the DCH Lobby of Parliament (Feb 2006), 144 MPs signing the current Early Day Motion and a growing proportion of NO votes including Sedgefield, Tower Hamlets, West Lancs, Waverley, Edinburgh, Selby, Mid-Devon, Cannock Chase and Waveney.”
“Our job now is to unite all those in the 98 authorities retaining their council homes, the 50 odd councils with ALMOs who don’t want the second stage of privatisation and help those facing new privatisation proposals to see the threat off in their area.”
“We need to take the open letter to Blair onto every council estate, get trade unionists signing up at work and ask every elected councillor to sign too. Ministers need to realise that come September, when the Labour Party conference meets again, the spotlight will be on whether they are capable of listening and respond to the overwhelming demand that they deliver on improving all our council homes and estates.”
         Download copies of the campaign open letter to use in your area 
         Get tenants, trade unionists, councillors and MPs to sign
         Put motions through tenants and trade union organisations supporting the open letter
         Ask leading tenants and union reps and councillors to write a letter to the local press urging others to sign too
        Help get the open letter circulated as widely as possible.
Read the DCH Conference policy statement. Further information at www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 

