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	Councils, MPs and Tenants say funding offer not adequate 



	

	Tenants, MPs and councils are telling government the latest proposals for council housing fall way short. As the Council Housing Finance Reform consultation closed, Ministers are under growing pressure to improve the proposed financial settlement. 

A rally of tenants in Central Hall Westminster on 27th October extracted the following promise from Housing Minister John Healey: 
"It's when tenants are saying we need more public housing, we have to change the present system [of financing council housing], that I know we ...have to go further and faster." 

Defend Council Housing's full response to the consultation can be found here. Also of interest is the response by the Moonlight Robbery campaign. 

MPs from the House of Commons Council Housing Group also met Housing minister John Healey on the day the consultation closed, to urge the case for more investment. The group has issued its own response which concludes: 
“as tenants, unions, councillors, the Chartered Institute for Housing and your own research tells us... what is on offer is not adequate and will have to be improved.” 

Councils are beginning to publish their responses, most highly critical of the government’s proposals. We believe the discussion on council housing finance reform should be held out in the open and will publicise councils' responses to the Government proposals, as they become available. See our new webpage. If your council's response isn't listed there, find out what they've said and let us know. 

New broadsheet out soon - advance orders please! 
A new 8-page DCH broadsheet will be out soon. Please give us your orders in advance to help with the decision over how many to print. 
£20 per 100; £120 per 1,000 (discounts on larger orders available). Email info@defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 

Housing Finance Review for Wales - demand a moratorium 
As we predicted, Wales is following behind England in reviewing its system of housing finance. Get involved NOW to make sure they don't insult tenants by offering too little. And if your authority is pushing transfer demand a moratorium until the review is over. No-one should be asked to vote on a proposal when financial circumstances are about to change. 

Stop Privatisation 
Even though the system is about to change, a number of areas are shamefully rushing to privatise while subsidies are still available. The ones we know about are below - if you live in one of those areas get in touch for information about the local campaign or help to start one! 

Areas facing imminent or threatened transfer: 
Neath Port Talbot 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Flintshire 
High Wycombe 
Mid-Suffolk 
Hemel Hempstead 
Swindon 
ALMOs undergoing stock options reviews: 
Derby Homes 
Rochdale Boroughwide Housing 
Kensington & Chelsea TMO 
Bolton at Home 
High Peak Community Housing 
Homes for Islington 
Poole Housing Partnership 
South Lakes Housing 
ALMOs balloting tenants on stock transfer: 
Tristar Homes (Stockton) 
Golden Gates Housing Warrington 
First Choice Homes Oldham 

Others facing PFI include Newham, Southwark, Hull 
And there is a threat to privatise all Northern Ireland's public housing. 

(If your authority is pushing transfer and isn't on the list let us know!) 

To stop getting DCH press releases reply with UNSUBSCRIBE in subject. 
For background information on the demand for the 'Fourth Option' for council housing and who supports the campaign see www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 


	


