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	DCH at summer conferences and events 



	

	Government Housing Finance Review due to report in June 
If the government is serious about delivering on its promise that the review will lead to “a sustainable, long term system for financing council housing” then it must agree that the robbery of council rents, receipts and assets ends; with the plunder reinvested to fully fund allowances; and remove the historic debt charges, which tenants should not be paying, and which 30 years of receipts have more than cancelled. 

To remove obstacles to investing in new council homes, as promised, the government needs to agree: fair funding for existing council housing so it does not drain income from new build; to free up councils to borrow by changing the calculation of public sector borrowing rules; and to increase the cash available to build council housing. 

Anything less would be a betrayal of millions of council tenants, the major trade unions, hundreds of MPs, councillors and local authorities throughout Britain, and the government’s own party, who have all demanded the ‘fourth option’: direct investment in council housing. 

Download, read and circulate the MPs report 
There are now 5 papers of the MPs report available on the internet: Council Housing: Time to Invest with the next 'Fair and Balanced Debate' - the response to the consultation on stock transfer ballots - available in the next few days. Download them and make sure tenants, trade unionists and councillors in your area read the new evidence. 
The MPs Group invite comments, further research and evidence to support the case for 'fair funding, investment and building council housing' - please send your contributions to riggsj@parliament.uk and info@support4councilhousing.org.uk 
We need to make sure the report is distributed widely to keep the pressure up in the run up to the publication of the Council Housing Finance Review and afterwards. 

DCH summer programme of events 
The first national committee meeting since the sad death of Alan Walter agreed to step up the work of DCH, raising the campaign's demands around the government review of council housing, locally and at union conferences and events over the summer. If you can help leaflet any of these events, please let us know - email info@defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 
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The Compass National & Robin Cook Memorial Conference • Saturday 13 June 2009 • Institute of Education, London 

Visions, policies and campaigns for the good society 

With only 4 weeks until the conference it’s time to register for the political highlight of the summer. If you haven’t already booked we’d advise you to do so in the next few days to guarantee your place at this high-profile and popular event, go to: http://www.compassonline.org.uk/conference 

The up-to-date speaker list includes: Neal Lawson, Compass; Rt Hon Harriet Harman MP QC; Jon Cruddas MP; Billy Hayes, CWU; Baroness Helena Kennedy QC; Prof Ruth Lister CBE; Polly Toynbee, The Guardian; Prof Richard Wilkinson; Chuka Umunna; John Harris, The Guardian; Prof Paul Dunne; Kelvin Hopkins MP; Karen Buck MP; Prof Richard Sennett; Sophie Bolt, Vice Chair, CND; Fiona Weir, Gingerbread; Dr Paul Dornan, CPAG; Wes Streeting, NUS; Hilary Wainwright, Red Pepper; Jonathan Rutherford, Soundings; Martin McIvor, RENEWAL; Sam Tarry, Young Labour; Dr Richard Grayson; Natalie Bennett, Guardian Weekly; Andrew Simms, nef; Dr Kate Pickett; Adam Price MP; Salma Yaqoob; Jason Cowley, New Statesman; Toby Lloyd; Dr Stephen Spratt, nef; Nick Hildyard, The Cornerhouse; Nick Dearden; Jubilee Debt Campaign; Jeremy Corbyn MP; Imez McCormack; John Osmond, Institute of Welsh Affairs; Richard Thomson; Mark Perryman; Philip Blond, Demos; Baroness Uddin; David Coats, Work Foundation; Stephen Bell, CWU; Richard Hebditch, Campaign for Better Transport; Tosh McDonald, ASLEF; Jonathan Cox, London Citizens; Rev'd Angus Ritchie; Deborah Littman, UNISON; Dr Maurice Glasman; Jeff Sango, MDC; Libby Brook, The Guardian; Claude Moraes MEP; Kate Groucutt - who'll be joined by other leading figures from across the Left and wider progressive community... 

Hosting over 32 sessions organised by leading think tanks, pressure groups, NGOS and publications all at one event including: Action Aid, Age Concern, Amnesty International, ASLEF, Blue State Digital, Child Poverty Action Group, CND, Compass Youth, CORE, The Co-Operative Party, Demos, Electoral Reform Society, Fabian Society, Fawcett Society, Foreign Policy Centre, Friends of the Earth, Gingerbread, Help the Aged, Jubilee Debt Campaign, Lawrence & Wishart, London Citizens, Make Votes Count, nef, NUT, NUS, Oxfam, One World Action, The Other Tax Payer's Alliance, PCS, Philosophy Football, Red Pepper, RENEWAL, Shelter, Social Liberal Forum, Soundings, Tribune, UCU, Unions 21, Unlock Democracy, War On Want 

Why No Turning Back? 

This year's Compass conference is themed around building a new political and economic settlement for the 21st century with democracy, equality and sustainability at its heart. The key purpose of the event will be to make the case that there can be No Turning Back to the failed ideas of the free market consensus. 
With over 1000 in attendance this will be the No Turning Back event of the year, where a coalition for change will come together to discuss and debate the ideas, policies and campaigns needed to build the good society! 
Creche facilities available | OVER 800 PLACES (150 places already booked!) 
For the up-to-date agenda and to book your place now visit: http://www.compassonline.org.uk/conference 
This year’s event is held in association with: CWU, The Guardian and New Statesman 
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Surviving Capitalism's Crisis 
Morning Star Conference 
20th June 2009 9.30am - 4.30pm Congress House, Great Russell Street, London 

There will be morning and afternoon plenary sessions, including questions and answers and debate. There will also be a number of workshops, covering themes as diverse as the crisis in manufacturing, trade unions and their response to the global crisis, housing, health, the environment, peace, the Charter for Women and welfare reform – all to be hosted by guest organisations. 

£10 a head (£5 unwaged). 
Free refreshments (including sandwich lunch) will be provided. 
Solidarity stands and stalls may be booked – details available on request. 

This conference is supported by the Unite the Union, YCL, the Communist Party, the Cuba Solidarity Campaign, Venezuela Information Centre, Health Emergency, the Institute of Employment Rights, the Labour Representation Committee, the National Assembly Of Women, Thompsons Solicitors, the Stop The War Coalition and SERTUC 
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200 meetings
Music drama art film

Hosted by the SWP




Speakers include: 
David Harvey; Tariq Ali; Bernadette McAliskey; Gary Younge; Terry Eagleton; Sheila Rowbotham; Alex Callinicos; John Bellamy Foster and more 

Courses include: 
Capital for Beginners; The Marxist Method; The Economic Crisis; Revolution and Beyond; Racism, Segregation and Multiculturalism; The Fight Against Fascism; Resistance and Recession in Britain; Women's Liberation; LGBT Liberation; The US Then and Now; China - From Mao to Markets; Imperialism Today and the "War on Terror" ? Palestine's Fight for Freedom; Latin America; Africa; Climate Change - Saving the Planet and more 

Cultural events include: 
Martin Smith and Chris Searle discuss jazz and resistance, followed by an Omar Puente gig; Ramallah Underground and Palestinian cultural resistance ? Michael Billington and Sam West pay tribute to Harold Pinter; Roy Bailey and David Ferrard perform songs of peace and protest; Michael Rosen and Lemn Sissay perform spoken word and more 

See www.marxismfestival.org.uk or ring 020 7819 1190 


	


