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	MPs report launch - Come to Parliament on 20th October 



	

	COME TO PARLIAMENT 
Tuesday 20th October, 2pm, Wilson Room, Portcullis House 
House of Commons Council Housing Group 
launch of their new Report 
With Austin Mitchell MP 
Hear latest evidence and information on proposed Reforms of funding for Council Housing 
Ask your MP to meet you there 

We need a strong response to the government’s proposals to reform council housing finance – come and hear the views and arguments. United we can win a sustainable future for existing council housing and a massive programme of new-build. 
See latest briefing for more information 

MORE NEWS 
Hillingdon council have voted to bring their ALMO back in house. 
The Moonlight Robbery campaign have responded to the reform proposals. They have also produced form letters for tenants groups to use - contact info@moonlightrobbery.org.uk 
There have been more calls to write off debt . 
ARCH has held a meeting of councils to discuss their response, but they are not releasing many details. 
If you haven't yet read the Chartered Institute of Housing's response to the reform proposals have a look - it's technical but points out government is intending to increase council housing debt from £18 billion to £25 billion! 

ORDER THE MPs REPORT 
The full printed report of the House of Commons Council Housing Group' inquiry Council Housing: Time to Invest is now available. Contact info@support4councilhousing.org.uk for details or Austin Mitchell MP on 020 7219 4559. Order copies now to make sure tenants, trade unionists and councillors in your area read the new evidence. Ask your council's tenant participation team to order them for all tenant reps and councillors - or local unions may fund them. £10 each or £5 for orders of more than 10. More discount may be negotiable for bulk orders. 
The Report includes an incomplete list of MPs who are currently members of the HoCCHG. The full list is available on www.support4councilhousing.org.uk 

HELP INFLUENCE THE DEBATE 
The Local Government Association, which represents councils, is holding a debate on the government proposals to reform council housing on 20th October. Your council will probably be sending a representative. Make sure they consult tenants reps, unions and local councillors first! Send your councillors copies of the DCH outline response and ask for a meeting to discuss the local response to the government proposals. Let us know what your council has worked out the proposals mean for them. 

RESPOND TO THE CONSULTATION 
on reforms before 27 October to: councilhousingfinance@communities.gsi.gov.uk 
Or by post to: Review of Council Housing Finance, CLG, Zone 1/J9, Eland House, Bressenden Place, London SW1E 5DU 
As well as influencing your local council it's also vital that as many tenant groups, union branches, local political and community organisations respond to the 
consultation as possible. You can copy or endorse the DCH outline response alongside your local response. 

DON'T FORGET PRIVATISATION 
Transfer is still very much a live issue as some councils rush to seize the last chance to privatise before reform; many areas are still pushing PFI schemes, partial transfer, demolition and selling-off of homes on the private market. Find out what your council is doing and ask us if you need help starting a campaign. 

WALES AND SCOTLAND 
If you live in Wales or Scotland find out when tenants there are going to see the increase in resources which the government has acknowledged councils in England need. Get MPs, MSPs, AMs and councillors asking questions. 

To stop getting DCH press releases reply with UNSUBSCRIBE in subject. 
For background information on the demand for the 'Fourth Option' for council housing and who supports the campaign see www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 


	


