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	No Excuses - Fair Funding for Council Housing 



	

	Council tenants have waited long enough. A change of ministers is no excuse for more delay: the government's Review of Council Housing Finance must introduce fair funding for council housing, and a moratorium on further stock transfer and stock 'options'. We need justice for Council housing - and we need it yesterday. 

Without fair funding the war over council housing will never end, as the recent huge NO vote to privatisation in South Cambridgeshire has shown. 
Tenants, trade unions, councillors and MPs will not accept half-baked measures on the cheap which will see all the same problems of disinvestment and privatisation returning in a few years. We are demanding: 

Stop any further privatisation and expensive ‘stock options’ appraisals 

End the robbery and fully fund allowances for first class council housing 

Provide a ‘level playing field’ on debt write-off and gap funding 

Defend ‘secure’ tenancies against means-testing or time limits 

Start a big new council house building programme 

If you haven't yet signed up to these 5 demands, add your voice to the call for action - you can sign up or download a copy of the petition here. 

Download, read and circulate the MPs report 
There are now 6 papers of the MPs report available on the internet: Council Housing: Time to Invest including 'Fair and Balanced Debate' - the response to the consultation on stock transfer ballots. Paper 3 The Money's There: debt write-off, gap funding and receipts will be available next week. Download them and make sure tenants, trade unionists and councillors in your area read the new evidence. 
The MPs Group invite comments, further research and evidence to support the case for 'fair funding, investment and building council housing' - please send your contributions to info@support4councilhousing.org.uk 

DCH summer programme of events 
We need your help to distribute the MPs Report and raise DCH's five demands to influence the Council Housing Finance Review, locally and at union conferences and events over the summer. Let us know if you are attending or can help - email info@defendcouncilhousing.org.uk. 
This month DCH will be at: 

CWU conference, 10 June, Bournemouth 

No Turning Back 
The Compass National Conference, Saturday 13 June 2009, Institute of Education, London 
Hosting over 32 sessions organised by leading think tanks, pressure groups, NGOS and publications all at one event. This year's Compass conference is themed around building a new political and economic settlement for the 21st century with democracy, equality and sustainability at its heart...No Turning Back to the failed ideas of the free market consensus. For the up-to-date agenda and to book your place now visit: http://www.compassonline.org.uk/conference 

UNISON conference, 14th / 15th / 16th June, Brighton 

Surviving Capitalism's Crisis 
Morning Star Conference , 20th June, London 
themes as diverse as the crisis in manufacturing, trade unions and their response to the global crisis, housing, health, the environment, peace, the Charter for Women and welfare reform... 

Also, the Council Housing Group of MPs plan meetings at CIH and LGA conferences in Harrogate - get in touch if you can help. 
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House of Commons Council Housing Group interim papers of inquiry to government's 'Review of Council Housing Finance' 




February Briefing 




January newspaper 
Use the DCH 'HRA Ready Reckoner' to see what your authority would get if government fully funded allowances. 
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