4 November 2005

Michael Meacher sends message of support to Eileen Short: victimised Tower Hamlets employee and tenant
 
Please see attached statement which will be read out on Michael Meacher’s behalf at the lobby of Tower Hamlets council on Monday (Monday November 7th at 12.30, Mulberry Place, Clove Crescent, E14)
 
Selected extracts from Michael’s letter…
 
“It seems to me that there are three elements here which need to be backed. The right of Eileen Short and any other worker to state her views – and to actively campaign in support of those views – without being victimised by her employer is absolutely paramount to any notion of a democracy.  However awkward for council policy, Tower Hamlets does not have the right to try and silence employees as it is doing in this case.”
 
“There should be no privileges given to landlords from taking housing stock away from public ownership and accountability. If funds are available for repair, refurbishment or building, they should be available on the basis of need, not on the basis of meeting targets and aims imposed from above.”
 
“Finally, we need to defend not just the principle of a level playing field, but of the principle of council housing itself…”
Michael Meacher MP
 
See also Members to vote over victimisation by local council  article in the NUJ’s “The Journalist” 11/10/05
 
Full text of statement

Message of support for Eileen Short rally from Michael Meacher MP.

I’m very sorry not to be able to be here in person today, but I am very happy to offer my support to this important campaign.

It seems to me that there are three elements here which need to be backed. The right of Eileen Short and any other worker to state her views – and to actively campaign in support of those views – without being victimised by her employer is absolutely paramount to any notion of a democracy.  However awkward for council policy, Tower Hamlets does not have the right to try and silence employees as it is doing in this case. The fact that they are is of course a kind of bizarre endorsement of the campaign. It has been very effective indeed, else Tower Hamlets council would not be trying to “redeploy” her from a job she has held for 14 years. The council here and in other areas of Britain would do well to remember that the decision on stock transfer is one that should be taken by tenants, not consultants, council officers or councillors.

The second thing to back is the very thing Eileen Short and you are campaigning for – a level playing field. There should be no privileges given to landlords from taking housing stock away from public ownership and accountability. If funds are available for repair, refurbishment or building, they should be available on the basis of need, not on the basis of meeting targets and aims imposed from above. Local tenants know what is best for local tenants.

Finally, we need to defend not just the principle of a level playing field, but of the principle of council housing itself. We should not pander to the estate agent and media pundit obsession of getting a rung on the property ladder. This is not about TV makeover shows, but about where people live and bring up their families. A massive expansion of council housing is needed even more than affordable starter homes ever could.  Ironically, it might even make it easier for those that wanted to buy property to do so, by reducing the demand for private property and thus easing pressure on prices.

I wish you and Eileen every success in this campaign and look forward to hearing of your deserved victory.


4th November 2005
 

