4 November 2005

Press Statement – Lobby to protest against victimisation of tenant activist
Tower Hamlets tenants, trade unionists and MPs from the House of Commons Council Housing group will be lobbying the council on Monday November 7th at 12.30, Mulberry Place, Clove Crescent, E14 to protest at the victimisation of Eileen Short, Tower Hamlets UNISON/NUJ member, tenant activist and leading member of Defend Council Housing National Committee.
MPs will be joining the protest. To date 46 MPs have signed an Early Day Motion "Treatment of Critics of Council House Privatisation" calling on the council to reverse its decision to deselect Eileen from the job she has carried out for the last 14 years.
Alan Walter, chair of Defend Council Housing, said today
“Eileen has chaired several debates between Councillor David Edgar, Executive Member for Housing, and myself. The council continually assures tenants it wants a fair and balanced debate – and then tries to victimise one of the key tenant activists.
This is a democratic outrage and all those who believe in basic principles of democracy should demand the council give Eileen her job back. Councils can’t be allowed to bully tenants into submission by abusing their power like this.”
 

Note to Editors:

Eileen Short has worked for the Tower Hamlets press office for 14 years. She is a well respected local public servant. At no time has there been any criticism from the council of her professional work or any complaints about any conflict of interest between her job and her involvement in the campaign. She has spoken on numerous platforms with local councillors and been congratulated by the present Director of Housing for how she has chaired public debates on the issue.

Tower Hamlets council is vigorously pursuing a policy of selling off (stock transferring) its homes. 

The council recently lost several ballots. 

Legal action against the council is being considered on one other where the council majority was just seven votes and there were a large number of infringements of the normal democratic process. 

Further ballots are imminent – including the massive Ocean Estate where 150 tenants attended an angry campaign meeting last week.

 

See Defend Council Housing website for further information.

 

