Organising Effective Local Campaigns - RESEARCH TOOLS

Current News 

It's worth reading the housing press each week. Tenants reps should ask their council to pay for subscriptions - they all say they want us to be well informed.  Tenants and councillors need to see the full picture. Reading press comments and reports gives you a view of what's happening in other areas and how the debate is developing. See also DCH Press Statements (that often don't get reported) which can be found on the DCH website. On the Inside Housing website there’s a very useful search facility if you’re trying to find out what’s happening about a particular issue. Useful publications include: 
Guardian Unlimited 
http://www.societyguardian.co.uk/housing
Inside Housing
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/
Public Finance
http://www.cipfa.org.uk/publicfinance/
Social Housing
http://www.socialhousing.co.uk/
The Defend Council Housing website www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk is full of useful information, links to current news, details on the issues, NO votes, option appraisal outcome (which councils are doing what around the country), examples of local campaign material, cartoons you can use in your own publications and more…

The government’s website, now called www.communities.gov.uk contains masses of detailed information, including SCHEDULES with allowances / guideline rents etc for every stock-owning local authority; and the STOCK TRANSFER GUIDELINES – essential reading for local campaigners. The equivalents in Scotland / Wales are: www.scottishexecutive.gov.uk/topics/housing www.new.wales.gov.uk/topics/housingandcommunity   

Your council’s website is the best source of information on what’s happening about the transfer locally. All reports submitted to councillors (and minutes of those council meetings) are in the public domain. Officers will need to report to councillors on the progress of the transfer at regular intervals, so you can follow progress there as well as find out about costs, risks and other fascinating details.

Local Papers often contain horror stories about the way local RSLs treat their tenants.
Background Information on RSLs

If you are facing partial transfer, and occasionally with large-scale transfer, you will find you are being threatened with takeover by a particular Registered Social Landlord (RSL). 

www.housingcorp.gov.uk is the Housing Corporation website and contains the latest ‘Assessment’ for every RSL. These are fascinating sources of information. www.rsrsurvey.co.uk contains detailed information on rents, every year a report is published on rents in 2 parts. Part 1 compares local authority rents with the rents charged by RSLs with property in that authority area. Part 2 gives the overall rents charged by RSL.  The equivalent in Scotland is www.communitiesscotland.gov.uk
Always look up the website of the RSL concerned – they are not always very informative but its surprising what you can find.

