3. Foreword 
‘why not cut the homeless queue, cut unemployment and build houses. And if it needs an initial capital investment, release the money tied up in local authority bank accounts and put it to work to start the house building programme… Government must take the lead … And if there are Treasury rules or antiquated concepts of public borrowing that hold us back, change them. This is what intelligent government is for.’

That’s what Tony Blair said at the 1994 Labour Party conference.  The argument was right then and it’s right now.  We need to abandon the disastrous Tory policies we have inherited and repair the damage to council housing.

How can people benefit from better education unless they have good housing? How can people benefit from improvements to health services unless the causes of bad health are removed?

Instead of putting money into council housing we’re pouring it into the big Accountancy Houses and a vast Fat Cat industry of consultancy, advisory, deal fixers and ‘advisers’.  

Selling off council housing was a Tory policy – Thatcher sold off as much as possible, starved the remainder of money, and stopped new building. Now Labour has inherited the privatisation mantle, in a game of PFIs, PPPs and LSVTs in which the private sector always wins and we pay millions not to improve council housing but to get rid of it.

Labour gave a manifesto commitment to bring every home up to a decent standard by 2010.  Now resistance to privatisation is making a stark reality clear.  Government is going to have to allocate public money or the promise can`t be fulfilled.

Every day in every part of the country council tenants are told the only way to get investment and modernisation is through privatisation by transfer, PFI or the half-way house of Arms Length Management (ALMO).

In ballots all the professional and consultancy fees, the costs of surveys and propaganda are paid for out of the public purse, leaving opponents to fight the good, but uneven, fight from their own resources.

Britain needs more council housing run better by elected councils answerable to the people. We need to win direct investment in council housing without any strings. This is the only way to end the blackmail of 3,700,000 council tenants in Scotland, Wales and England

Council housing is an enormous social asset and an indispensable part of a fairer society. We must defend it.
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