13.  We’ve stopped the Robbery

  by Eileen Short, former Daylight Robbery Campaign worker

Victory!  Our long campaign to end Daylight Robbery has forced a major climb-down by government.  By 2004-5 the total rental income from council tenants will be spent on our homes - for the first time in over a decade.

Details of the budgets for 2004/5 and 2005/6 show the Treasury will no longer be siphoning money out of the national Housing Revenue Account pot.
The government has taken more than £13 billion out of tenants’ rents since 1990 They call it ‘negative subsidy’ - tenants call it ‘Daylight Robbery’.  This money would have paid for two-third of the £19 billion repairs and improvements backlog in our homes at a stroke.

The Robbery began under the Conservatives in 1989 but Labour stepped up a huge net flow of money OUT of council housing.  To tenants’ fury, we are told there is no money for repairs, while our rents are used to subsidise other government budgets.  This became a way of starving estates into considering privatisation.

But tenants have kept up a long, determined and sometimes noisy protest.  Lobbies, conferences and stalls, public meetings, a protest in Downing Street and endless earbashing of councillors and MPs have forced the government to back off from this particular form of legalised robbery.  

Let’s be clear – we achieved this by active campaigning, by determination and boldly opposing government policy.  Tell that to the cynics who say we won’t win anything.

A change in the law will soon separate rents from housing benefit in the council Housing Revenue Accounts.  The government will keep powers to siphon money out of our rents however.  What they call ‘surpluses’ can still be taken from HRA budgets.  So while we are celebrating this victory we won’t let up.

It’s time the Treasury made amends.  They’ve been caught and found guilty of robbery, so now they need to pay back the proceeds.  It’s time to give back what’s rightfully ours by putting some serious new investment into council housing.  

· Every penny from tenants’ rents should be used for the management, maintenance and repair of council homes

· Put back the £13 billion stolen since 1990.
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