Open Letter to Camden Council

If councillors are sincere in deciding to scrap the proposal to privatise council housing then we congratulate them on this decision. 

However, if any councillors think that a tactical retreat might allow them to re-raise the issue in the future then we want to make it clear that they would face massive opposition again and put their credibility on the line.

The defence of council housing is not an abstract principle. Municipal housing dates back to the movement at the end of the last century to improve appalling levels of public health. There was a popular demand for local authorities to take responsibility for providing decent, secure and affordable housing and a safe and healthy environment for working people.

At the end of both the 1st and 2nd World Wars there were big boosts in housing programmes in response to the demand for ‘homes fit for heroes’. Even the Tory Party was obliged to be part of a consensus committed, at least on paper, to building 350,000 new homes a year.

The fight to defend housing subsidy which led to the 1960 rent strike in Camden and the mass campaigns against the Tories Housing Finance Act in the early 70s and their Housing Act in the late 80s showed the determination to defend housing as a public service. 

One thing that Councillors are right about is that council housing is starved of investment. Years and years of cutbacks have left many estates and street properties in need of major work and all of us have lists of things that need doing where we live. There is serious overcrowding and unknown numbers homeless.

That is why we propose that our next step has to be to go to this new government and demand that they reverse the cuts and agree to increase investment in council housing.

It’s a known fact that decent housing directly improves people’s health and that factors like bad and overcrowded housing holds kids back at school. We live in one of the wealthiest societies in the world. We want to insist that a decent home is a right – not a privilege. 

The scale of opposition to housing privatisation shows the number of people 

prepared to take part in fighting to defend and improve council housing. We expect elected councillors in Camden to show this same commitment and join with tenants to pursue this campaign.

We specifically propose that Camden Councillors join with Tenants Associations and tenants across Camden to lobby the government in the form of a joint deputation at the head of the biggest possible demonstration of public support. We propose our demand is that they directly increase government investment in council housing and use the ‘Public Works Loan Board’ type formula to give councils access and preferential rates to the sums of money that are needed to improve the existing and build new homes to provide decent housing for all.

Draft agreed at Defend Council Housing meeting Feb 26th. Signatures include:

Alan Walter, Chair. Peckwater Est TA; 
Carol Wang, Sec. Maitland Park Est TA; 
Anne Atherton, Chair. Bacton Tower TA; 
Derek Jarman, Sec. Willingham/Kenniston TA; 
Liz Jelllinek, Sec. Fleet TA; 
Deborah Berns, Sec. Templar House TA; 
Louis Loizou, Chair. Monmouth/Alpha TA; 
John Walsh, Chair. Belisize Area TA;
Eddie O’Dwyer, Chair. Hardington/Belmont TA;
Joan Stally, Sec. St Silas Est TA;
Chris Crowder, Sec. Dunboyne Est. TA;
Terry Christy, Chair. Wendling Est TA;
Dr GO Okikiolu, Rep. Clarence Way Est TA;
Jackie Whittingham, Sec. Denton TA;
Bobbie Armstrong, Sec. Gillies St RA;
David Rodgers, Sec. Gospel Oak 7&8 TA;
Jill Fraser, Sec. West Kentish Town TA;
Mary Neacey, Chair. Ossulston TA;
Allan Patterson, Founder. Old Somers Town TA;
Jenny Devereux, Sec. St Pancras Way Est TA:
John Laughlin, Chair. Ingestre Rd Est TA;
Anita Broome, Chair. Highgate Newtown RA;
Jack Richardson, Chair. Agar Grove Est TA;
John Cowley, Sec. Camden Sq TA;
John Taylor, Chair: College Place TA;
Bob Marsall, V Chair. Primrose Hill Ct TA;
Mrs S King, Treas. Rugby & Harpur TA;
Keith McDonald, Chair. Gamages TA;
Bruno Imerini, Chair. Red Lion Sq TA;
Trisha Tarrant, Sec. Palgrave TA;
Bill Dawson, Chair. Waxham & Ludham TA;
Lesley Stevas, Chair. Una House TA;
Ashleigh Heaton, Sec. Mansfield Rd TA;
George Dean, Chair. Bayham Place TA;
D Finden, Sec. Du Maurier House TA;
Beverley Bradley, Sec. Kiln Place TA;
Olive Horrocks, Sec. Lissenden Gardens TA
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