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EEVVEERRYY VVOOTTEE CCOOUUNNTTSS
DON’T LET THEM 
PRIVATISE OUR HOMES

OOCCEEAANN TTEENNAANNTTSS VVOOTTEE NNOO
to Sanctuary con trick

BBuuiilldd 1144 ssttoorreeyy ttoowweerr bblloocckkss  - nnoo hhoouusseess
wwiitthh ggaarrddeennss
BBuuiilldd 770000 pprriivvaattee lluuxxuurryy ffllaattss ffoorr ££330000,,000000
cciittyy rriicchh kkiiddss –– nnoott ffoorr uuss oorr oouurr cchhiillddrreenn
DDeemmoolliisshh DDaammee CCoolleett,, SStt DDuunnssttaannss aanndd
HHaaiilleeyybbuurryy ttoo bbuuiilldd pprriivvaattee ffllaattss
TTaakkee aawwaayy oouurr sseeccuurree tteennaannccyy aanndd cchhaannggee
uuss ttoo aassssuurreedd tteennaannttss wwiitthh lleessss rriigghhttss

PPuusshh uupp rreennttss aanndd cchhaarrggeess
MMaakkee yyoouu ppaayy wwaatteerr rraatteess aanndd iinnssuurraannccee
sseeppaarraatteellyy
FFoorr mmoosstt ooff tthhee eessttaattee,, nnoo iimmpprroovveemmeennttss aarree
gguuaarraanntteeeedd - tthheeyy aarree oonnllyy ''pprrooppoosseedd''..  HHaavvee
yyoouu ggoott aa ssppeecciiffiicc pprroommiissee iinn wwrriittiinngg??  NNOO!!
TThhiiss ooffffeerr ddooccuummeenntt iiss aann aaggrreeeemmeenntt
bbeettwweeeenn tthhee CCoouunncciill aanndd SSaannccttuuaarryy - iitt ddooeess
nnoott pprrootteecctt yyoouu..

Sanctuary pplan tto:

Ocean ttenants ssay NNO
We want repairs and improvements - but we won't let Sanctuary take away our rights.   

Tenants in Wapping and Lincoln estate voted NO to transfer last month.  All over the country ten-
ants are saying NO to privatisation – we want to keep our council homes AND get improvements.  

More than 90 local authorities have voted to keep their homes. MPs from all parties are backing
our campaign along with the trade unions and the Labour Party conference has voted to demand
government concede the ‘fourth option’ - direct investment - in council housing.

They are all coming together to hold a Mass Lobby of Parliament on February 8. Together we are
a powerful force and can persuade the government to invest in council housing. 

This is not the time to give in to private landlords taking over our estates!
Vote NO, make NDC and the Council put their money into the estate NOW and stand by
Ocean tenants to get a decent deal - not privatisation.



Hackney is the
one other place
Sanctuary have
taken over 
council estates. 
Here is what two
tenants say:

^^Some of the bigger housing associations are turning into property
companies. Give people what's called the fourth option, to let council tenants
remain council tenants if that's what they want - that's what we should stick to. 
If you've got a ballot coming up, fight like hell to persuade people to vote NO -
the more people who reject it the better chance we have of turning over this
stupid policy.a
Frank Dobson MP (Labour)

Together we can win! VOTE NO!

^^They are trying to force council tenants to accept a new landlord by only
telling one side of the story. They do not say that tenancy conditions will
change, or that housing association rents are higher, or that housing associa-
tions are run like businesses. They don't tell you that the government is
already committed to bringing all housing - including council housing - up to a
decent standard by 2010.a
George Galloway MP (Respect)

^^You will have less secure tenancies and you may have a remote landlord,
because many of the housing associations that start off as very local are
taking part in a wave of mergers across the country and becoming large
national organisations... One difference with a housing association is that
when a transfer has been made it cannot be changed. The housing
association cannot be voted out for a new landlord.a
Paul Holmes MP (Lib Dem)

^^On few issues is the government so isolated. Recent tenants' NO votes
include Sedgefield, Ellesmere Port and Sefton. Cabinet members are unable
to sell housing privatisation in their own constituencies with Norwich (Charles
Clarke), Darlington (Alan Milburn), Hull (John Prescott), Leicester (Patricia
Hewitt), Southwark (Tessa Jowell) as well as Sedgefield (Tony Blair) amongst
the 92 councils that have rejected privatisation.a
Austin Mitchell MP (Labour)

''Sanctuary got the
vote by promising the
residents complete
refurbishment in 5
years. Since the take
over the pilot block has
still not been finished 9
months into the 5
years they said it
would take to refurbish
all 100 homes. The
pilot block is only 12
homes. The residents I
have talked to feel that
Sanctuary is letting
them down.”
Sanctuary tenant,
Morningside estate,
Hackney

'”Like many tenant
reps I believed that
transfer was the only
way to get money for
our homes. I thought
there could be nothing
worse than Hackney
Council. They prom-
ised us local democra-
cy and control. In reali-
ty the bottom line of
the Business Plan
decides what we can
do.”
Sanctuary tenant,
Hackney

MPs demand investment
in council housing
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Housing is 
big business
Sanctuary should know - they’ve got their fingers in lots of pies. 

If Sanctuary’s expansion plans go pearshaped who
do you think will lose out – tenants or the big banks?

VOTE NNO
DON’T LET THEM 
PRIVATISE OUR HOMES

Information
downloaded
from Sanctuary
website 15
October 2005



Sanctuary is booming.
But what happens if
they go bust?
Who will lose – tenants or banks?

VOTE NNO
DON’T LET THEM 
PRIVATISE OUR HOMES

Information
downloaded
from Sanctuary
website 15
October 2005
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VOTE NNO
DON’T LET THEM 
PRIVATISE OUR HOMES

O The Council is pushing transfer to Sanctuary, a private RSL landlord

O This is Privatisation – banks are in charge, and make big profits 

O No extra homes for rent – more private luxury housing at £300,000.
We can't afford it

O Lose secure tenancies – assured tenancies and more evictions

O They will take away our rights of 20 years – to run our homes as a
business

O No houses with gardens – 14 storey tower blocks 

O Dame Colet and Haileybury demolished – for private luxury housing

Stop the bullying
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VOTE NNO
DON’T LET THEM 
PRIVATISE OUR HOMES

No to privatisation
Demand direct
investment
Delegates at the Labour Party conference voted
almost unanimously on September 29 to oppose
privatisation of council housing:

“...Conference re-affirms its commitment to a 'level
playing field' ensuring that funds available for stock
transfer will be equally available to Councils to give
tenants real choice and provide a long term future
for council housing and calls on government to 
provide the 'fourth option' of direct investment to
council housing as a matter of urgency."

Demand Tower Hamlets Council join with tenants to
pile the pressure on government to agree the ‘fourth
option’ as an alternative to privatisation. 
Now is not the time to let them sell off our homes.
This is a campaign we can win. 
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VOTE NNO
DON’T LET THEM 
PRIVATISE OUR HOMES

Notice to:
Sanctuary Housing
NDC Board
Tower Hamlets Council
In a democracy people have a
right to discuss and debate.
You have £millions to put your
case. We only have posters
and leaflets.
Stop taking our posters down!

HANDS OFF OUR HOMES
HANDS OFF OUR POSTERS
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VOTE NNO
DON’T LET THEM 
PRIVATISE OUR HOMES

^^Some of the bigger housing associations are turning into
property companies. Give people what's called the fourth option, to
let council tenants remain council tenants if that's what they want -
that's what we should stick to. 
If you've got a ballot coming up, fight like hell to persuade people
to vote NO - the more people who reject it the better chance we
have of turning over this stupid policy.a
Frank Dobson MP (Labour)

^^They are trying to force council tenants to accept a new land-
lord by only telling one side of the story. They do not say that ten-
ancy conditions will change, or that housing association rents are
higher, or that housing associations are run like businesses. They
don't tell you that the government is already committed to bringing
all housing - including council housing - up to a decent standard by
2010.a
George Galloway MP (Respect)

^^On few issues is the government so isolated. Recent tenants'
NO votes include Sedgefield, Ellesmere Port and Sefton. Cabinet
members are unable to sell housing privatisation in their own
constituencies with Norwich (Charles Clarke), Darlington (Alan
Milburn), Hull (John Prescott), Leicester (Patricia Hewitt),
Southwark (Tessa Jowell) as well as Sedgefield (Tony Blair)
amongst the 92 councils that have rejected privatisation.a
Austin Mitchell MP (Labour)

^^You will have less secure tenancies and you may have a
remote landlord, because many of the housing associations that
start off as very local are taking part in a wave of mergers across
the country and becoming large national organisations... One
difference with a housing association is that when a transfer has
been made it cannot be changed. The housing association cannot
be voted out for a new landlord.a
Paul Holmes MP (Lib Dem)

More MPs are demanding direct
investment in council housing
Together we can win! VOTE NO!
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The latest housing transfer plan
is not what we were promised
and not what we want
We were promised houses with gardens on the estate, and new houses for over-
crowded families.  This has now changed to flats, tower blocks, and two-thirds private
luxury housing, and the proposed demolition of Dame Colet and Haileybury for private
housing.

VOTE NNO
DON’T LET THEM 
PRIVATISE OUR HOMES

Sanctuary say they will bring in lots of money - but
they are putting in nothing
They want to demolish 15 blocks
They will only build the bare minimum 440 for rent
103 'low cost' for shared buy/rent - meaning more
costs and debts for leaseholders
700+ private luxury flats for £300,000 average
They pay nothing for the land - and aim to get 
£millions from private luxury sales. Unless the
housing market crashes - then what?
For all the other blocks, no improvements are guar-
anteed - they are only 'proposed'. Have you got a
promise in writing? NO!
This offer document is an agreement between the
Council and Sanctuary - it does not protect tenants. 

Ocean says NO to Sanctuary -
don't let them con you. Vote NO

Every vote counts. Make sure
you Vote NO to Sanctuary.

We do not want this.
Instead we want the
Ocean NDC Board to
represent our interests.
We want improvements

but we don’t want a pri-
vate company owning
our estate.
Together we can win
direct investment and
avoid the risks of 
privatisation.
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VOTE NNO
DON’T LET THEM 
PRIVATISE OUR HOMES

Every vote counts. Make sure
you Vote NO to Sanctuary.

The Council is pushing transfer to Sanctuary, a
private RSL landlord. This is Privatisation –
banks are in charge, and make big profits.
O No extra homes for rent – more private luxury housing at £300,000.
We can't afford it

O Lose secure tenancies – assured tenancies mean more evictions

O They will take away our rights of 20 years – to run our homes as a
business

O No houses with gardens – 14 storey tower blocks 

O Dame Colet and Haileybury demolished – for private luxury housing
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VOTE NNO
DON’T LET THEM 
PRIVATISE OUR HOMES

David Bennett, Sanctuary
chief executive, earns
£158,000 a year. 
His pay increase was
£7,000!
Is he:
a) worth every 

penny?
b) a greedy 

fat cat?
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