Defend
Council
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Pickles must apologise

IT IS OUTRAGEOUS that Communities
Minister Eric Pickles describes London
council homes as ‘Brownfield estates’. This
description is in a research brief part funded
by Government, into the profitability of
redevelopment on council estates in London.
A Brownfield is ‘a former industrial or
commercial site where future use is affected
by real or perceived environmental
contamination’ (Oxford English Dictionary).
Does the ‘Brownfield’ slur refer to our
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secure council tenancies and our really-
affordable council rents? Many London
estates are structurally sound, with green
space and thriving mixed communities,
needing proper investment not demolition.
We demand Eric Pickles apologise for and
retract this description of council homes and
withdraw funding from this research project.
Government must invest in improving
existing and building new first class council
housing for rent without strings attached.
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To add your voice (and others) to this petition fill in below and return to:
info@defendcouncilhousing.org.uk or by post to DCH, PO Box 33519, London E2 9WW
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