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Composite 6 - Housing 
The YMCA’s report, ‘Uncertain Futures’, launched on 4 August 2015, states that the proposal in the budget to cut housing benefits for 18 to 21-year-olds could leave thousands of vulnerable young people homeless. 

Conference notes that these young people are amongst the millions on low incomes, including many in work, who rely on housing benefit to secure a roof over their head and who will be severely impacted by proposals to cut benefits.

Conference also notes that, despite the increasingly severe housing crisis, the Tories propose to limit the availability of affordable rented housing by extending the ‘Right to Buy’ to Housing Association homes. The Tories’ budget proposals will undermine the finances of Housing Associations and their ability to build and develop genuinely affordable housing, as already evidenced by Genesis Housing Association’s announcement on 30 July that they will no longer build homes for affordable or social rent. 

Further the Tory proposals to force councils to sell-off “high-value” properties to fund the extension to the “Right-to-Buy” will further deplete the supply of affordable housing. 

Conference believes that George Osborne’s plans will worsen the housing crisis. They will increase homelessness and the numbers forced into insecure, unregulated and poor quality private sector housing. There were 13,490 16-24 year-olds accepted as homeless by local authorities during 2014-15.

Conference therefore commits Labour to campaign:

· against housing benefit cuts which will punish those in housing need

· against the depletion of the stock of social housing through the extension of the ‘Right to Buy’; and the forced sell-off of council housing

· for a massive increase in the supply of housing - including council housing - with proper security of tenure and genuinely affordable rents through a public sector house building programme, including empowering and resourcing local authorities to build housing directly 

· for regulation of private rented sector housing to improve its security and quality and review whether locally-led controls on private sector rent could deliver benefits for local housing markets and reduce expenditure on housing benefit.
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