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Defend Council Housing

PO Box 33519

London  E2 9WW

phone 020 7987 9989 
email info@defendcouncilhousing.org.uk
www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk
Iain Wright
Minister for Housing
Eland House
Bressenden Place
London 
SW1E 5DU


26 June 2008

Dear Iain,

Re. Involving tenants in HRA Subsidy Review

I am writing specifically about the failure to involve council tenants in any meaningful way in the government’s HRA Subsidy Review.

This is an issue that is being raised at tenants meetings wherever I go. While the ‘Great and the Good’ in the housing world are participating in one round after another of free lunches associated with your review (presumably at our expense one way or another) there is almost no tenant involvement. Three tenants out of nearly 100 people on the working groups says it all. This hardly meets the rhetoric we so often hear from politicians, civil servants, council officers and consultants about putting tenants at the heart of policy making.
Most tenants know nothing about this review even though the outcome will affect the lives of 2.5 million households living in council homes and the 2 million households the LGA  predicts on housing waiting lists by 2010. Almost nothing is being done to encourage tenants around the country to understand the issues being discussed – never mind contribute to the discussion. 

As someone who has been actively working to encourage tenants reps in my own authority (Camden) and others around the country to ‘participate’ and make a formal submission I was shocked to find out two weeks ago that there was a July 31st deadline. I was shocked again today to be told that the deadline for registering for the two CIH seminars in July has passed and, anyway, they are oversubscribed.

What are you going to do about this? Could we please meet to discuss?
Yours sincerely,
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Alan Walter




chair. Defend Council Housing


p.s. Please reply direct to me at home:

42 Aborfield
Peckwater Estate
London NW5 2UD

cc: Housing and interested press, House of Commons Council Housing group


Defend Council Housing 
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