Housing Emergency 

Tenants Conference 19 May 2011

We call on MPs, Councillors and Tenant Organisations to support tenants campaigning against Government attacks on secure tenancies, rent levels and housing benefits. 

The proposed replacement of secure tenancies, up to 80% market rents and drastic cuts in housing benefit were not part of any election manifestos, and that Prime Minister David Cameron said on 30 April 2010: ‘We support social housing, we will protect it, and we respect social tenants’ rights’ and the Conservative party said they had ‘no policy to change the current or future security of tenure of tenants in social housing’.  

Tenants have not been adequately consulted on these changes: the CLG Consultation was shortened to 8 weeks, held over Christmas holidays, and the Localism Bill was put to parliament before consultation finished.  Tenants’ responses were not even fully reported on.

We oppose removing the right to a secure tenancy for present or future tenants. This will undermine the stability of our sustainable mixed communities.  Means testing and vetting will make tenants fearful that any change in their financial or personal circumstances might mean being made to leave their home.

Excluding people from waiting lists and nominations, and putting homeless into unsuitable private lets, would add pressure on inadequate, expensive and insecure private rented housing, and does nothing to provide the homes we need.

Housing benefit cuts will unfairly hit women, the sick and disabled, the young and vulnerable.  They will drive people out of their homes and disrupt communities further.  They will not create more homes or reduce high rents.

We demand

· full consultation , including ballots ,with existing and would be tenants and other affected, on any tenancy strategies including proposals to change secure tenancies, rents or housing benefit

· no replacement of secure or assured tenancies with fixed term tenancies

· no increase of up to 80% market rents

· Cut rents not benefits – regulate private rents and landlords

· No eviction of tenants in rent arrears due to Housing Benefit cuts

· MPs, Councillors and Tenant Organisations support tenants in campaigning against these attacks on our security, rents and benefits
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