DCH Draft Motion: Investment in council housing 
for tenants, union, political and other organisations 18 January 2008
We [name of organisation] agree to support the ‘Fourth Option’ demand to enable local authorities to improve all existing council homes and estates, start building a new generation of council housing and sustain these homes as first class council housing for years to come.
We agree to:

a) Call on our MPs to support the amendments proposed by Austin Mitchell MP, sign the new early day motion (EDM 368) and to join the House of Commons Council Housing group;

b) Order and distribute the new DCH pamphlet ‘Dear Gordon 2’ to tenants, councillors and trade unionists in our area (£5 individual copies/ £1.50 bulk orders) and the campaign newspaper (£18 per 100 / £100 per 1000 copies);
c) Hold a “Hands Up for the ‘Fourth Option’” press photo opportunity involving tenants, trade unionists and councillors in our area to call for support for the five campaign demands (above);
d) Organise a broad based campaign against any privatisation in our area;
e) Affiliate and make a donation to Defend Council Housing;

f) Send this motion to appropriate national bodies, local authorities, MPs and the press with a copy to Defend Council Housing.
We welcomed statements by the Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, in the summer:

"I cannot promise to implement the fourth option on council housing today [a demand from the Defend Council Housing group for the last six years] but what I will tell you is that councils will be allowed to build homes again." (Guardian Unlimited, 18 June 2007) 

"Mr Brown has an 'open mind' about the fourth option for council housing, as an alternative to transfer, arm's-length management and the private finance initiative, his spokesperson said this week." (Inside Housing, 8 June 2007)

We also welcomed statements of support for the ‘Fourth Option’ for council housing from all six Labour Party deputy leadership candidates.

We are dismayed that the government’s Housing & Regeneration Bill does not enable councils to improve existing homes, build large numbers of new council homes or maintain existing and new homes as first class council housing in years to come. 
We oppose any proposals to introduce means testing, time limited tenancies or ‘commitment contracts for new tenants. We also oppose transferring important political decisions on allocations, terms or tenancies and rents from elected politicians to the new Homes and Communities Agency.

We are seriously concerned that government is relying on the private sector to deliver the new homes people need at a price they can afford. They never have before and we don’t believe they will now. Proposals that councils provide public land to Local Housing Companies (public/private partnerships) to build mainly private housing is asset stripping and losing a once in a generation opportunity to build new first class, secure housing with lower rents and a landlord tenants can hold to account for all those in housing need.
Government should direct public subsidies to invest in a strong public (council) housing sector to provide an alternative to the private housing market.

Whilst we welcome the announcement last December of a review into the Housing Revenue Account Subsidy System and the commitment by Housing Minister Yvette Cooper "to ensure that we have a sustainable, long term system for financing council housing" we are concerned that the review will not conclude until 2010 and that in the meantime government continues to bully and blackmail tenants to accept privatisation. 

We fully support Defend Council Housing’s five demands:
1. Enable local authorities to improve all existing council homes and estates;

2. Allow local authorities to start a new council house building programme;

3. Ensure that local authorities have sufficient revenue to maintain all council homes in future years;

4. Detailed proposals and a clearly defined timetable for implementation;

5. An immediate moratorium on any further transfers, PFI or ALMOs, demolition schemes or sale of council land and properties, until the new options have been formulated, to give tenants real choice.
We believe that the ‘Fourth Option’ principles of ring-fencing all revenue and capital receipts and a level playing field on debt write-off and gap funding would directly benefit some 200 local authorities across the UK. They include those retaining their homes, those with ALMOs and those where tenants have rejected privatisation or not yet voted. And all authorities across England, Scotland and Wales would gain from the opportunity to build new council housing.

We support the campaign’s amendments to the bill which reflect the longstanding calls from tenants organisations for an end to the robbery and a level playing field for council housing and are in line with resolutions passed at three consecutive Labour Party conferences, the Trade Union Congress and are supported by most major trade unions. 

Further information from info@defendcouncilhousing.org.uk

