Model Motion: Housing Emergency  Rally and Mass lobby 15 Feb

We [name of organisation] agree to support the Housing Emergency rally and mass lobby of parliament 15 February to defend secure tenancies, oppose unaffordable rents and housing benefit cuts and demand investment in council and secure and affordable rented housing as an alternative.

We agree to:

a) Work with local tenants, trade unionists, community groups and campaigns, councillors and others to organise a joint delegation to the rally and lobby

b) Publicise the event and if necessary assist in organising transport for tenants, trade unionists and others to attend 

c) Campaign with others locally against attacks on tenancies, rents and benefits, calling on Councils to join in actively opposing and where possible blocking them 

d) Support and donate [£xxx] to support this event organised by Housing Emergency

e) Send this motion (amended as necessary) to appropriate regional and national bodies, local authorities, MPs and the press 

We note Government are proposing to:

1. replace secure and assured tenancies with fixed-term tenancies of two years or more for new tenants

2. means test these tenant’s right to stay in their home

3. allow housing associations to charge up to 80% of market rents with fixed term tenancies to new tenants

4. remove the option of a council or housing association home for those in housing need and homeless

5. cut housing benefit, hitting private, housing association and council tenants

We believe this breaks the pre-election promise by the Prime Minister that he would ‘support social housing, we will protect it and we respect social tenants’ rights’. The Conservative Party said they had ‘no policy to change the current or future security of tenure of tenants.’ (Inside Housing 30 April 2010)

The proposals outlined in the Comprehensive Spending Review and the Local Decisions consultation would:

· Force the elderly, sick, low paid and unemployed out of high-rent areas, break up communities and create poverty ghettoes, with children forced out of their homes

· Replace stable communities with temporary hostel conditions for many tenants

· Push those in housing need back into insecure private renting

· Create more unaffordable high-rent housing

· Remove the hard-won security essential to create secure homes and communities

· Cut funding, continue the underfunding and step up the rent robbery from existing council housing

· Fail to build the homes for rent we need, or to control high rents

Government should redirect public subsidies to invest in a strong public (council) housing sector as an alternative to the soaring cost and insecurity of the private housing market.

5 Jan 2011   Housing Emergency Supporters include House of Commons Council Housing Group, Defend Council Housing, Unite the Union, GMB, PCS, Southeast Region TUC, Barking & Dagenham Council, Islington Council, Leeds and Tower Hamlets Tenants Federation, London Coalition Against Poverty, Right to Work, Labour Representation Committee, Disabled People Against Cuts, National Tenants Council. Contact:  mitchellav@parliament.uk or eileenshort@hotmail.com
