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CONFERENCE AGENDA & TIMETABLE
09.30 – 10.30 Registration
10.30 – 11.30 Opening session: A Manifesto for Council Housing
11.30 – 11.45 Tea/Coffee break
11.45 – 1.15 Workshop: Finance Reforms
1.15 – 2.00 Lunch
2.00 – 3.15 Workshop Session
3.15 – 3.30 Tea/Coffee break
3.30 – 4.30 Closing session: Building the campaign 

nationally & locally

WORKSHOPS

Has your council decided to
keep council housing or set
up an ALMO?
Over 200 authorities around the UK own council
housing. Most still have direct management, some
are managed by an ALMO (Arms-Length
Management Organisation), and some have both. 

ALMOs face specific funding problems, and
some are pushing stock transfer to the private
sector: the two-stage privatisation tenants feared. 

We all have a strong, common interest in reform
of the housing subsidy system to create a
sustainable future for council housing – not more
problems and risks. The new attacks on security of
tenure and attempts to bring market forces into
council housing affect us all. And everywhere there
is a need to build new council homes – not local
housing companies and other private-public
partnerships - to solve the housing crisis.

Depending on interest we hope to run as many of the following workshops as possible:

1. Finance reforms – are they good for tenants
Risks and benefits of government’s proposals for the ‘Reform of Council Housing Finance’ and what we
want – with Steve Partridge of the Chartered Institute of Housing, Moonlight Robbery supporter, Council
lead members and others.

2. Case against stock transfer
‘Stock options appraisals’, ‘fair and balanced’ debate, the case against privatisation and the post-
transfer experience, with tenant and union campaigners.

3. Case against PFI
Workshop with Dr Stuart Hodkinson, author of Regenerating Council Estates Within a Neoliberal

Straitjacket: The Private Finance Initiative in Little London, Leeds, Steve Hack DCH and tenant
campaigners.

4. The new homes we need
Why we need new first class, secure, affordable council housing; with Professor Peter Ambrose, editor
of Memorandum to the Prime Minister on Unaffordable Housing; and Paul O'Brien of APSE, who have
recently produced a report A new generation of council housing: An analysis of need, opportunity,

vision and skills; Deborah Garvey Shelter and others.

5. Future for ALMOs
Options for tenants: revert back, stay the same or privatisation via stock transfer or morphing into
public/ private partnerships.

6. Defending security of tenure
Learn about the history of attacks on our security of tenure and the arguments as to why secure,
affordable council housing matters.

7. Independent tenants movement
History of tenants organisation and organising effectively today, with Leeds Tenants Fed and John
Grayson, housing researcher at Sheffield Hallam University and author of Opening the Window: the

hidden history of tenant organisations.

8. Effective united campaigning
How to campaign; hear from successful campaigners; the importance of united campaigns, how we
can stop the Nazis undermining tenants’ common interests and exploiting housing need to spread their
politics of hate and division.

Facing transfer, PFI, or
another options appraisal?
We have won a partial moratorium on further stock
transfer, while councils consider proposals for
housing finance reforms. But some councils are
going ahead with transfer. And PFI (Private Finance
Initiative) programmes are threatened in several
areas, with £billions poured in to subsidise
privatisation. A special workshop on PFI will look at
the financial and other arguments.  Others will
discuss the detail of transfer and campaigning.

Councils spend a small fortune  from tenants’
rents – putting just one side of the debate. It’s
important that tenants, elected councillors and
trade unionists hear both sides of the argument. Ask
your local unions to sponsor a delegation to attend
this conference so that you can hear prominent
national speakers, participate in the workshops and
speak to tenants from other areas to hear their
experience first hand.

DefendCouncilHousingNationalConference

AMANIFESTOFORCOUNCILHOUSING

The following trade unions are affiliated
to Defend Council Housing

DCH is inviting entries for a
Positively Council Housing
exhibition at our national
conference.  

We want photos, paintings,
drawings or any other visual
images that capture the real life of
council tenants, not the negative
stereotypes. We’re looking for the
positive side of life in council
housing, including architecture,
nurseries and other facilities,
community events and activities;
gardens, art and  projects. 

Tenants, union members,
organisations and campaigners
can send entries to ‘DCH
Exhibition’ by post (to address on
booking form) or email to
info@defendcouncilhousing.org.uk
We will display as many as
possible at the TUC Centre. 

EXHIBITION:
POSITIVELY
COUNCIL
HOUSING

Thank you to Southern & Eastern

for providing the venue for this conference

Friday 19 March 2010: TUC Conference Centre, Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3LS



HOUSE OF COMMONS
COUNCIL HOUSING GROUP

CouncilHousing: 
Time to Invest
Fair funding, investment and
building council housing
Our report to the Government’s Review of 
Council Housing Finance

REVIEW OF COUNCIL HOUSING FINANCE
"The purpose of the review is to ensure that we have a sustainable, 
long term system for financing council housing... [it will] consider evidence
about the need to spend on management, maintenance and repairs."
Yvette Cooper, 12 December 2007

“Housing Minister Margaret Beckett said she wanted local authorities 
to play a bigger role in the delivery of council housing.“ (DCLG, New
freedoms to increase council house building, 21 January 2009)

DCH: PO Box 33519, London E2 9WW Phone: 020 7987 9989 
E-mail: info@defendcouncilhousing.org.uk Website: www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk

Annual affiliation fees:
Tenants/Community Organisations:
Local £10     District/Regional £25     National £50
Trade Union Organisations:
Local £50     District/Regional £100   National £250

ORDER MATERIAL TO DISTRIBUTE IN YOUR AREA

AFFILIATE

National newspaper
£20 per 100 / £120 per 1000 

House of Commons Council Housing group report: ‘Council
Housing: Time to invest’ £10  (or £5 for orders of more than 10 copies)

Annual subscription to Campaign Mailings & Briefings £15 

BOOKING FORM FOR DCH CONFERENCE 19 MARCH 2010

DETAILS OF ORGANISATION / PERSON BOOKING PLACES:

Name....................................................................................... Local Authority Area ....................................................................................

Organisation................................................................................................................................ Position...................................................... 

Address.........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Tel No(s)........................................................................... Email...................................................................................................................

DELEGATES (if different from above) Photocopy to fill in more delegates names if required

Name........................................................  Address..................................................................................................................................

Tel/ Email (optional) ...................................................................................... Fee (£5 / £25)..............  Refreshments required (£4) (yes/no)   

Workshop preference (tick) 1 � 2 � 3 � 4 � 5 � 6 � 7 � 8 � (see full list of workshops overleaf)

Do you want to take part in a Tenants Question Time session with candidates from major political parties? [tick box] �

Name........................................................  Address..................................................................................................................................

Tel/ Email (optional) ...................................................................................... Fee (£5 / £25)..............  Refreshments required (£4) (yes/no)   

Workshop preference (tick) 1 � 2 � 3 � 4 � 5 � 6 � 7 � 8 � (see full list of workshops overleaf)

Do you want to take part in a Tenants Question Time session with candidates from major political parties? [tick box] �

Total No. of Conference Delegates ............... Total Conference Fees £........................... 

Affiliation fee....................................  Amount £........................... No. of MPs reports............................ Amount £..............................

No of Broadsheets..........................  Amount £...........................  Mailing Subscription..................... Amount £..............................

Total Enclosed £......................... 

(please make cheques payable to Defend Council Housing and return to: DCH, PO Box 33519, London E2 9WW)

Friday 19 March 2010, 10.30am – 4.30pm (registration 9.30am onwards)
TUC, Congress House, 23-27 Great Russell St, London WC1
Delegate fees: 
Individual tenants £5; funded tenants, trade unions, councils and others £25

Basic lunch plus tea/coffee during breaks: £4

Please try and register in advance (by 12 March if possible) to give us an idea of numbers attending and workshop preferences. If you
don’t know all the delegates’ details, please fill the form in with as much information as you can and send with payment, then send or
bring with you the delegates’ details on the day. This will help make registration much quicker for everyone! (You will be able to register
and pay on the day if necessary) 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Europe ISO Coated FOGRA27)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 550
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2001
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile true
  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents created to the pass4press Version 7 guidelines.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides true
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks true
      /BleedOffset [
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName (Europe ISO Coated FOGRA27)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions false
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 600
        /LineArtTextResolution 2400
        /PresetName (p4p_v6_flattener)
        /PresetSelector /UseName
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 8.503940
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [651.969 898.583]
>> setpagedevice




