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Dear 
I am writing on behalf of the Council Housing Group of MPs which is dedicated to the improvement and expansion of Council Housing.  We work closely with Defend Council Housing, the campaigning group outside Parliament and are both very keen to get the views of Deputy Leadership candidates on council housing.  We propose to circulate these views to Party members, unions and MPs so that all can evaluate them when considering their votes.

We sense, as you probably do too, that change is in the air.  Government is looking again at a policy which is clearly failing and which is deeply unpopular.  There is an urgent need to find a solution to enable all local authorities to meet the government’s 2005 Manifesto, Commitment on Decent Homes, and we need to enable local authorities to build new council homes to meet the demand from the 1.6 million households on council housing waiting lists.  Labour Party Conference has demanded changes in government policy three years running backing the `Fourth Option` to provide a `level playing field` and investment in council housing as an alternative to privatisation.
We would like your views on the following questions and would appreciate an early reply to be publicised before the balloting:
(1) How high a priority should government now give to a very substantial expansion in the provision of public rented housing?  Would you like such a drive to be

(a) the top priority

(b) in our top three priorities

(c) in the top ten

(2) (a) Can any public housing drive be successful without councils playing a leading role?

Yes      
⁭

No
⁭
      (b) How would you like this financed? …………………………............................
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

(3) Should councils be helped to renovate, improve and bring their housing stock up to or beyond the Decent Homes Standard by the implementation of the Fourth Option involving:
(a)  Retaining all their income from tenants rents

Yes
⁭
No      ⁭
(b)  Retaining all their Right to Buy sales and other capital receipts


Yes
⁭
No      ⁭
      (c)  Put on a level playing field with housing associations in respect of:


Being allowed to borrow using rental income to fund investment

Equal treatment on debt write-off and gap funding








Yes
⁭
No    ⁭
(4)
Should the government ensure it meets the 2005 Manifesto commitment on Decent Homes in full:





Yes
⁭
No    ⁭

(5)
Do you support the principle that council tenants who choose to remain with the council and reject the government’s three current options of transfer, PFI or ALMOs should not be penalised by being denied improvements to their homes and estates and the `Decent Homes` standard:




Yes
⁭
No    ⁭

(6)        What priority, in your view, should Labour give to a massive housing drive and why?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

(7) Should government’s new public spending go to

(a) Registered Social Landlords (Housing Associations)

Yes
⁭
No    ⁭
       (b) Council housing




Yes
⁭
No    ⁭

       (c) Subsidy to home ownership schemes

Yes
⁭
No    ⁭

(8)What is your reaction to proposals currently being floated to:

(a) Remove council tenants life long secure tenancy

(b) Introduce means testing or time limited constraints on council tenancies

(c) Force up council rents

(d) Deregulate council and RSL housing

For
          ⁭

Against

⁭
Would Consider
⁭

We are grateful for your opinions and any written amplification you may feel free to provide.  I am enclosing the Questions posed by Defend Council Housing in case you want to make any additional points arising from them.  Our joint aim is to give councils a fair deal and put them back both into the housing game by renovating and improving their estates and by participating in the huge housing drive this country needs.  Such a drive can provide affordable housing to those unwilling or unable to get on the purchase escalator and boost the economy in the most effective way now available.  So we hope that you’ll help us with an early rely so that we can circulate it as an important part of the debate.

Yours sincerely
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