Resolution for DCH National Conference, 31 May, Liverpool

1. The government’s Communities Plan is a desperate attempt to tough out its policy of privatising council housing despite growing opposition. This is motivated by a political – not financial – agenda. The money available to subsidise privatisation could instead be used for direct investment in our homes – as tenants are demanding.

2. Stock transfer is bad value. The National Audit Office have just confirmed that it costs £1,300 per home more to do improvements through transfer than if councils were allowed to carry out the improvements themselves. The recent Nuneaton & Bedworth and Stockport ‘No’ votes have convinced most councils that transfer is not acceptable to tenants. 

3. PFI is also an expensive way of funding public services and leads to a loss of public assets and accountability.

4. And If the government can give extra money to councils who set up ALMOs (Arms Length Management Organisations) why can’t they give this money direct to councils? Proposals to remove some ALMOs from the national Housing Revenue Account and calls for the private sector to take a stake in ALMOs reinforces tenants’ and trade unions’ belief that ALMOs are a two-stage privatisation strategy.

5. There is growing concern that the new Regional Boards allocating housing investment are designed to favour the private and RSL sectors, undermine the role of local authorities as providers of public services and reduce public accountability.

6. Investment in decent, affordable, secure and accountable council housing makes sense for existing tenants, the homeless and future generations who otherwise face misery at the hands of the private sector and market forces.  It is outrageous that government can subsidise private developers to build prefabs for sale, while councils underspend capital repairs budgets, but we are told there is no money for the ‘best value’ option of improving council housing by direct investment. 

7. Conference agrees to continue building the campaign’s broad alliance of tenants, trade unionists, councillors and MPs.  Led by council tenants, we are united with trade unionists who represent many tenants, and are fighting to defend council services against privatisation.  We are backed by a growing range of councillors and MPs who support council housing.

8. We will fight privatisation of our estates by organising local campaigns wherever politicians try to blackmail tenants to accept transfer, PFI and ALMOs. 

9. We will also take the fight to government, involving all council tenants to win direct investment without strings attached.  We will ask all local councillors to signup to the campaign’s six demands launched from our 1800 strong lobby of Parliament earlier this year and lobby MPs in their constituencies to support Early Day Motion 116 (already supported by 115 MPs). 

10. The government is losing the argument and facing increasing resistance wherever they try to blackmail tenants to accept stock transfer, PFI or ALMOs. This resistance from tenants coupled with a broad based national campaign can kill off the government’s current strategy, push council housing higher up the political agenda and force Ministers to review their position and concede direct investment in council housing – without strings.

This motion will be debated in the final session. It is an attempt to re-state and update campaign policy for the coming year. Time for debate is limited but if any delegates have specific issues with the motion which they feel it is essential to put as amendments please see Alan Walter by end of lunch to discuss.

