Independent tenants’

Movement
Extracts from a discussion paper by John Grayson

“ ‘Independent tenants’ organisations have won crucial rights through political action and direct action: Security of Tenure in 1980; Right to ballots on transfers 1988; Tenant Charters and Rights to consultation in 1980s; Right to Manage 1994.

From the 1980s to the present a range of methods curbing and restricting independent tenants’ organisations emerged.

National tenant organisations became dependent on approved agencies and conditional financial support. Regional Federations seem to have used approved agencies rather than be used by them and stronger federations and independent tenant organisations have emerged as dominant in them

The government’s ‘An Action Plan for Community Empowerment’ requires councils to ‘embed’ principles of empowerment in their housing policies. Strengthening an independent tenant movement would be one way of ensuring that they can tick this particular

Tenants’ organisations have shown their opposition to and distrust of privatisation policies. They will no doubt continue to fight to reverse the philosophy of ‘choice’ and private sector profit which runs through the current Housing and Regeneration Bill (HRB). Proposals for a National Tenants Voice  in the HRB will be opposed by independent tenants’ organisations as the government admits that it rejected the advice of tenants’ organisations in national consultations.

The way forward

The priority has to be establishing immediately some national organisation or alliance which can be representative of independent tenant organisations

In parallel with fighting for “funding without strings” for independent tenants organisations there should be an explicit commitment as a tenants movement to carry on campaigning for fundamental principles (the Right to Rent, secure tenancies and no time limiting or means testing; an end to the robbery of HRAs, and ring fence all the money that belongs to council housing; fair and balanced debate with both sides of argument put, etc).”

John Grayson is a researcher and social historian at Sheffield Hallam University and the author of Opening the Window: the hidden history of tenant organisations (1996).

Conference of the independent tenants movement

Bradford, Tuesday 8 July 2008

called by Regional Tenants Federations

Organise a delegation of tenants from your area.

Contact the organisers c/o Leeds Tenants Federation

FREEPOST NEA 16248, LEEDS LS2 3YY

Telephone: (0113) 2145330

Email: admin@leedstenants.org.uk
